
 

Phonics at Upton-Upon-Severn Primary School 
 

This information is to help you understand how 
we teach phonics at Upton-Upon-Severn Primary 
School. 
  
We use “Letters and Sounds” to deliver high 
quality phonic teaching within a language rich 

curriculum that gives high standards in 
reading and writing.  
 
Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource 
published by the Department for Education and 
Skills in 2007. It aims to build children's 
speaking and listening skills in their own right 

as well as to prepare children for learning to 
read by developing their phonic knowledge and 
skills. It sets out a detailed and systematic 
programme for teaching phonic skills for 
children. There are 6 phases within the 
programme, phase 1 starts around age four, with 
the aim of the children becoming fluent readers 

by age seven. 
 
In reception we will be covering phase two, three 
and four.  

 
Sound Buttons 

When children learn a new sound, they are 
taught to look for this sound within a word to 
help them decode and read it. When they see a 
sound we ask them to place sound buttons 
underneath.  

 
Single sounds:   j a m 

 
Digraph:    ch i p 

 
Trigraph:   h air  

 



 
 

Alien words  

 

 Also know as fake and nonsense words.  

 

 Children are encouraged to read ‘alien words’ 
throughout the phases.  

 

 They are shown alongside an alien to ensure 
children can differentiate between the two.  

 

 Alien words assess whether a child is able to 
decode and blend.  

 

 They need decoding in the same way as a real 
word.  

 
Tricky words  

 
Tricky words are words that cannot be decoded 
using phonic sounds, these words need to be 

learnt by memory. The tricky words we will learn in 
Reception are:  
 
I  the  no  go  to  into  he  she be  we  you  they  
her  my  are  all  was said  have  like  so  do  
some  come  little   there  one  were out  what  
when  

 
The children have to read and write these words.  
 

EYFS – writing  
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in 
ways which match their spoken sounds. They also 
write some irregular common words. They write simple 
sentences which can be read by themselves and 
others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are 
phonetically plausible. 

 



 
EYFS – reading  
Children read and understand simple sentences. They 
use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read 

them aloud accurately. They also read some common 
irregular words. They demonstrate understanding 
when talking with others about what they have 

read. 
 

Terminology
 
Term  

 
Meaning  

Blend  To draw individual 

sounds together to 
pronounce a word, e.g. s-
n-a-p, blended together, 
reads snap  
 
 

Digraph  Two letters making one 

sound, e.g. sh, ch, th, 
ph.  

  
Vowel Digraphs  Comprise of two vowels 

which, together, make 
one sound, e.g. ai, oo, ow  
 

Split Digraph  Two letters, split, making 
one sound, e.g. a-e as in 
make or i-e in site  
 

Grapheme  A letter or a group of 
letters representing one 

sound, e.g. sh, ch, igh, 
ough (as in 'though')  
 

Grapheme-Phoneme 
Correspondence (GPC)  

The relationship between 
sounds and the letters 
which represent those 
sounds; also known as 

'letter-sound 



correspondences'  
 

Mnemonic  A device for memorising 
and recalling something, 
such as a snake shaped 

like the letter 'S'  
 

Phoneme  The smallest single 
identifiable sound, e.g. 
the letters 'sh' represent 
just one sound, but 'sp' 
represents two (/s/ and 

/p/)  
 

Segment (vb)  To split up a word into 
its individual phonemes 
in order to spell it, e.g. 
the word 'cat' has three 
phonemes: /c/, /a/, /t/  

 

 


