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OUR VISION 
We offer inspiration to young lives. 

"Anything is possible, we can all succeed." 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me - Philippians 4:13 

 
2017/2018 
This academic year has been full of a whole variety of different and new experiences. We have covered many different 
events during the year ranging from fun charity days to theatre trips. There have also been a number of residential 
trips and children's learning experiences have been broadened in many varying aspects.  
 
Sports 
We have used our sports premium in a slightly different way and have enabled all of our children to have a taste of 
unusual sports to expand their involvement in sporting activities. Ice skating was a huge success for all children from 
Year 1 to Year 6 and we would like to thank Malvern Ice Quest for their hospitality and support with this venture. The 
Year 6 class have had the opportunity to experience a totally different sport and spent the day at the Gloucester Ski 
Centre.  
 
In December we heard that we had been awarded the Schools Games Silver Mark Award for the 2016/17 academic 
year. We were delighted to have been recognised for our success and we continue to build and develop a strong 
sporting ethos within our school. Our termly Sports Newsletter gives a full coverage of all the events over the last few 
months.  
 
Hanley and Upton Educational Trust (HUET) 
In 2016 we went through a consultation period to consider joining the HUET and we met with an overwhelming 
positive response to this venture. However, in the autumn of 2016 we were given the opportunity to take over the 
management of the Children's Centre which meant we could expand our early year's provision, this caused slight 
complications with joining the Academy at that point.   
 
Following advice from the DfES the situation was put on hold whilst we established the Children's Centre under our 
management. The Multi-Academy Trust (MAT) is not able to take over the running of Children's Centres. As our school 
is currently a four to eleven age range we have recently, following advice from the Worcestershire Local Education 
Authority, taken the decision to run a consultation with the aim of lowering our school age to two. This gives us the 
opportunity to make our pre-school and nursery class, which is an Early Years Unit run by the Governing Body of the 
school, a formal part of the school.  This gives the River Room and nursery class the security of belonging to Upton-
upon-Severn CofE Primary School. In the future should the Governors decide the time is right to join the HUET, then 
they would be able to embrace the whole school community from two to eleven years, not just from four year olds in 
the Reception class.  
 
The consultation results show us that only seven people felt that they did not approve of the age being lowered to two 
years old but 47 people voted that they approved the age range. As we run a unit for two plus children and are offering 
both 15 and 30 hours funding we are already providing for this aspect of education. Of those that said no they did not 
agree the comments were: 
 

 That children need to be with their mothers for as long as possible 

 Most children are not even potty trained at the age of two  
 

The children in our pre-school provision are given all the aspects of care required for this age and we are delighted at 
how well the unit is developing. For the positive comments some of these were: 
 

 I think this is an excellent idea and would further support the continuous learning from pre-school to primary 

 We think the pre-school does an amazing job - my child has settled in so well 

 A fabulous idea 

 A brilliant idea 

 Encouraging children to be part of the school from two years old will help secure numbers from intake to 
Reception. 

 Structured child centre education is key to developing children to be the best they can be. I support a qualified 
teacher working with children in an age appropriate way from two years old. 

 
 
 



Riverboats Children's Centre and our Early Years Unit 
The River Room and nursery class are run under the heading of 'The Early Years Unit' which I manage as the 
Headteacher. In order to achieve this the Governors have appointed a fully qualified teacher in the three to four year 
old room who works with myself and the staff in the two to three year old unit to ensure a high quality provision for the 
youngest members of our school community. In managing the Riverboats we have been able to enhance our early 
years provision and have a separate room for the two to three year olds. I am dedicated in my quest to ensure that the 
Children's Centre becomes a thriving hub for family support in the future offering wrap around care for children from 
ages two to eleven years throughout the year.  
 
Celebrating Success this Year 
Children face a number of statutory tests during their time in school. Early Years are monitored at the end of 
Reception, Year 1 are given a phonics test and both Year 2 and Year 6 face a SATs each year. The Year 6 SATs tests 
are monitored by the DfES and formally marked externally. The Year 2 SATs tests have been moderated by the Local 
Authority to ensure we are reaching the exacting standards set by the DfES. The Early Years have also been 
moderated and all our results are shown below: 
 

EYFS 
 2016 2017 2018 

%of pupils - GLD 81% 
(N= 69%) 

81% 
(N=71%) 

84% 
 

 
Phonics screening 

 2016 2017 2018 
%of pupils pass phonics 

screening Y1 
85% 

 
81% 

 
91% 

20/22 
 

% of pupils pass retakes 
Y2 

4/6 = 67% 2/5 = 40% 4/5 = 80% 

 
Key stage 1 

Subject 

Percentage of 
pupils achieving the 
expected standard: 

school (2016) 

Percentage of 
pupils achieving the 
expected standard: 

school (2017) 

Percentage of 
pupils achieving the 
expected standard: 

school (2018) 

Percentage of 
pupils achieving the 
expected standard: 

Worcester 
(2017) 

Percentage of 
pupils achieving the 
expected standard: 
nationally (2017) 

English reading 71% 76% 80%  (GD/10) 77% 76% 

English writing 60% 66% 76% (GD/2) 69% 68% 

Mathematics 67% 73% 80% (GD/4) 76% 75% 

Science   96%  83% 

Combined RWM 61% 55% 67% 65% 64% 

 

Key stage 2 

Subject 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving the 

expected standard: 
school (2016) 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving the 

expected standard: 
school (2017) 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving the 

expected standard: 
school (2018) 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving the 

expected standard: 
nationally 

(2017) 

Percentage of pupils 
achieving the 

expected standard: 
nationally (2018) 

English reading 77% 73% 96% (GD/ 10) 72% 75% 

English writing (TA) 85% 68% 85% (GD/4) 76% 78% 

SPAG 81% 77% 93% GD/7) 77% 78% 

Mathematics 58% 64% 85% (GD/11) 75% 76% 

Combined RWM 50% 59% 78% 61% 64% 



These results are exceptional, particularly within Key Stage 2. The children in this year's Year 6 were our own 'Home 
Grown Children', many of whom had started in Reception in the same year that I started my Headship at Upton-upon-
Severn. In those seven years there have been a variety of challenges and many exciting ventures. We have 
experienced two Ofsted inspections, worked with an HMI (James McNeille) and have now seen our first group of 
children come right through the school. We are delighted with the results of the current Year 6 children. They have 
worked incredibly hard and all the staff who have taught them in the years they have been in school are very proud of 
their achievements. In the autumn term the data will be released to enable me to provide you with the information for 
us to have comparative data against the national level. Currently, as you will see, we are celebrating in Key Stage 2 
the fact we are above the national in every area and in the combined reading, writing and maths we sit at 78%, 14% 
above the national of 64%. In the other three areas, Early Years, Phonics and Key Stage One we do not yet have a 
comparison table for national data but in the autumn term this information will be celebrated on our Newsletter.  
 
After School Care Competition 
Congratulations to Harriet Gittins who won the One4All shopping voucher which the Co-operative had kindly donated 
to us. The name of our After School Care is going to be: 
 

THE MOORINGS 
'Giving your children a safe haven after school until you are able to collect them' 

 
Staffing Update 
This year we have welcomed Mr Mark Farmer, Mrs Andrea Turner and Mrs Laura Berryman to our team. We are a 
happy and dedicated staff and ensure we all work together as a team to offer an inspirational learning environment for 
your children - 'to inspire … to aspire'.   
 
Mrs Turner is leaving us at the end of this term and we would like to thank her for her work with our Year 4 class this 
year. Miss Lucy Tolladay will be joining the team as a newly qualified teacher in September.  
 
The Governing Body  
The Governing Body continues to support us in all that we do and this year we have worked to ensure that Governor 
awareness of the work we do within school to develop your children's learning is raised. The Governors are all 
voluntary members and I would like to thank them for the significant input that they provide me with to support the 
leadership and management of this school. We are all celebrating the end of a positive year and I wish you and your 
children a lovely summer break.   
 
I look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Wednesday 5th September to begin the new academic year for 
2018/2019. 
 
Mrs Julie Wills 
Headteacher 


