
 

Year 5 – The Blue Planet 

ENGLISH 

Fiction: Using figurative language (simile, metaphor, 

alliteration, personification, hyperbole) to develop interesting 

writing and encourage a personal style. Develop more detailed 

and nuanced sentences using relative clauses and modal 

verbs.  

Non-fiction: A persuasive letter; a marine animal factsheet 

and a report on the impact of plastic on the world’s oceans.  
Poetry: We will start the term looking at poetry inspired by past 

wars, including famous poems from World War One. 

KEY TEXT: “Song of the Dolphin Boy” by Elizabeth Laird. Any 

non-fiction books about ocean life and habitats. 

 

KEY SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED: 

 

Inquiry skills to enable investigation and research. 

Speaking and listening skills including not talking over 

others and disagreeing in a respectful manner using 

evidence based arguments. 

Editing and drafting skills to improve the quality of our 

work. 

The Arts (ART/ MUSIC/ DT) 

 

Art –Using a range of ideas we will produce a collage to 

commemorate the centenary of the WW1 armistice. Using 

collected rubbish we will create artwork to inspire a more 

environmentally friendly lifestyle. 

Music - Music - Listening to, and comment on, various 

musical compositions inspired by the sea. 

DT – We will build our own simple levers, pulleys or gears 

as part of our ongoing science work. 
 

 

 

 

 

HUMANITIES (History/Geography) 

Using the world’s oceans as a focal point we will understand 

geographical similarities and differences across the world. We 

will learn about the world’s ocean currents and how these 

impact on climate. We will consider the environmental impact 

of human activity with particular focus on plastic. 

SCIENCE 

Forces 
We will finish our work on forces from last term. 

 

Living things and their habitats 

Describe differences in the life cycle of a mammal, an 

amphibian, an insect and a bird. 

 
MATHS: Multiplication and division.  

Mentally multiply and divide using known facts. (I know 6x7, 

so I know 60x70.) 

Multiply and divide whole numbers by 10, 100, 1000. 

Identify multiples and factors; use square and cubed 

numbers. 

Use the vocabulary: prime number, prime factor and 

composite number correctly and investigate prime numbers 

up to 100, knowing the prime numbers up to 19. 

Measure and calculate areas and perimeters of compound 

shapes. 

BIG PICTURE/ KEY CONCEPTS/ OUTCOMES 

Consider the impact of human activity on the 

environment. Use an evidence based approach to any 

arguments and opinions we hold on the environment. 

Commit to one change we will make to live a more 

sustainable life. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural (RE/ PSHE) 

 

PSHE - We will look at our Rights and Responsibilities 

and how these form the basis for rules that we follow as a 

society; including understanding and practising 

democracy. 

RE – Study the different Christmas stories of the gospels 

and understand their significance. 

COMPUTING (Continuing from last term) 

We will be designing, writing and debugging programs 

that accomplish specific goals such as making a game 

and a quiz. 

Continue to learn about internet safety and use this to 

produce an information PowerPoint highlighting how to 

stay safe online.  
 

PE 

Outdoor: Football 

We will develop individual ball control skills including 

dibbling, passing and receiving. We will also play small drill 

games to develop ball possession skills such as 

communication and spatial awareness. 

Indoor: Dance 

A dance teacher will teach the class a street dance routine 

to be performed at the celebration of learning.  

 

Celebration of learning 

 

We will be inviting parents in at the end of the topic to 

see our street dance routine. 

WOW factor/ visits/ visitors 

 

We will visit a beach to survey the litter and take part in 

a beach clean coordinated through the Marine 

Conservation Society 

Helping at home/ websites 

 

BBC iPlayer episodes of The Blue Planet.  

(That’s right … watching TV is part of  

this terms homework!) 

 

 

 


