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7th February 2020 

 
Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  

Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community  
  

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  
‘Anything is possible, we can all succeed’  

‘To inspire … To aspire’  
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
TANZANIA - FUNDRAISING UPDATE 
The approximate total for the Tanzania well project is a staggering £800 - this is amazing. The winning class was class 
4, having raised a total of over £200 meaning Mrs Moroni got the silly string treatment.  
 
The entire Tanga week was superb and this afternoon we shared our Tanga launch 
presentation with the parent community. We have been overwhelmed with the support 
from everyone towards developing our fundraising to enable us to have a well fitted for 
our partner school 'Changa English Medium School'.  There are over 1,000 children in the 
school and they have no direct access to clean water onsite. When Miss Ludlow and Miss 
Merrick talked to the staff in the Changa school a well was the thing that they desired most 
and felt would have most impact on the children they care for.  
 
We are very commited to developing the partnership which we have been able to start through funding received from 
the British Council. This funding is not available on an annual basis and therefore we will be running further fundraising 
events to ensure these valuable links are able to be maintained.  
 
Thank you so much to the school community for what was a very wonderful end to our first fundraising activity. Mrs 
Moroni embraced the challenge of being the 'chosen one' selected out of the gold box when Mrs Wills read the results 
of her classes votes. Congratulations Mrs Moroni on being the successful goose. 
 

 
CHANGA TREES 
Classes took part in a 'Tanga Challenge' last week to create a tree that 
reflected what they had learned about Africa. We have put the trees on 
display in school and they include African masks, pasta chains painted in 
Tanzanian colours and birds.  
 
Years 5 and 6 designed a split trees showing comparisons between the UK and 
Africa. They look amazing.  
 
 
 
 
 

Bible quote for this week: 
  

 
But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again.  

The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. 

John 4:14 
 

 
 

  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A14&version=ESV
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CORONAVIRUS 

The Government is closely monitoring the spread of the coronavirus and is taking action at home and abroad. The 
overall risk of coronavirus to the UK remains moderate. However we understand that people may be concerned where 
there are children, students or staff returning from or visiting China. 
 
Public Health England and the Foreign Office have issued advice for anyone travelling to the area. This can be found 
at: 

• https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china 
• https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-

china  
 

You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your children catching the Coronavirus. There is no reason 
why your children should not continue to attend their early years, school or further education setting as normal.  
 
We recognise that some families or children may be planning to travel to China during the forthcoming half term 
period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice via the links above. 
 
DANCE FESTIVAL 
On Tuesday Year 4 attended Hanley Castle High School for their dance festival. The 
children took part in dance workshops trying African dance, street dance and 
cheerleading. They had lots of fun, exercising with children from other schools and 
sharing their routines at the end of the session before walking back to school. We 
would like to thank those parents who helped.  
 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY 
World Book Day March is on Thursday 5th March. This year Mrs Davies will be reading Doctor 
Doolittle to the whole school and asking teachers to focus on animal stories and what might 
happen if we could talk to the animals. We would ask all children to come into school dressed 
as an animal of their choice. This can be any kind of animal. If they have a favourite animal story 
we would love them to bring it in. 
 
As in previous years, we would like to run ‘The Great Upton Book Swap’ and ask children to 
bring in a book that they no longer want and swap it for another book. 
 
This promises to be another fun day which we hope will really engage the children in reading. 

 
YEARS 5 AND 6 TOPIC 
Years 5 and 6 have continued with their topic 'Down under' this week. As part of their learning they have had the 
opportunity to make and bake either Lamingtons or Anzac biscuits. The children had great fun creating, sampling and 
evaluating these traditional Australian sweet treats. Our grateful thanks go to Mrs Hollier and Mrs Hanks for their 
assistance in baking with Years 5 and 6. 
 
HOMEWORK 
There will be no set English or Maths homework next week. Please continue to read with your child and practise 
spellings and times tables.   
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
The World Day of Prayer service is an international church service with a special annual theme which is developed by 
people of a different country each year.  This year it is the turn of the African country of Zimbabwe with the theme 
'Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk'.  Our Year 6 class will attend and take part in this service which is to be held on Friday 
6th March, starting at 2.00pm in the Upton Parish Church. We would be very happy for you to join us.   
 
Please let either Mrs Moroni or Miss Ludlow know if you are able to walk with us to and from church. We will return 
for the end of the school day.   
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-and-avian-flu-advice-for-travel-to-china
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IS MY CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL? 
It can be tricky deciding whether or not to keep your child off school, nursery or playgroup when they're unwell. But 
there are government guidelines for schools and nurseries that say when children should be kept off school and when 
they shouldn't. If you do keep your child at home, it is important to phone the school (01684 592259 - Option 1) before 
8.45am on every morning that your child is absent letting us know that they will not be in and giving the full reason 
('ill', 'not well', 'unwell', 'poorly' is not sufficient).  
 
If your child is well enough to go to school but has an infection that could be passed on, such as a cold-sore or head 
lice, let their teacher know. Attached with this Newsletter is a factsheet on common child illnesses and how long they 
need to be kept off school. 
 
UPTON YOUTH BAND AFTER SCHOOL MUSIC CLUB 
The children of the Music Club (Juniors) performed in the Joint Concert of Upton Fusion Ensemble and Single Reeds 
Wind Band on Saturday 1st February at the Upton Memorial Hall. 
 
The Concert was really well received but the biggest applause was for the Juniors who expertly finished off the first 
half of the evening with their fantastic renditions of, 'Willy Wonka', 'Bob the Builder', 'Batman', 'We Will Rock You' and 
then finally playing 'The Theme from Jurassic Park' with Fusion Ensemble. 
 

Emma, a Year 6 student, said when asked what she thought of the evening; “I found the Concert a fun and amazing 
experience. I really enjoyed playing alongside Upton Fusion and Single Reeds. Despite being a little nervous, everyone 
benefited and boosted their confidence levels which is great for the Junior band.” 
 
New members are welcome to this club at varying times during the year and full details of this can be obtained from 
the school office.  
 
STAFF TRAINING 
This week our Early Years team had training on 'Word Aware' a programme to develop vocabulary. The other teaching 
staff had training on this in the autumn term and are inviting parents/carers into the workshop next Friday (see full 
details in 'SPEECH AND LANGUAGE' below). Early Years will hold their workshop in the summer term and 
parents/carers will be invited to this in due course.  
 

HEADTEACHER'S AWARDS 
 

 Lexi (Year 1) for excellent imaginative writing  

 James (Year 3) for writing a superb story at greater length 

 Alana (Year 3 ) for her excellent use of descriptive devices when writing a story 
 

They will be invited to the next Headteacher's Tea Party 
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The Friends Committee would like to thank everyone who came to the committee meeting 

on Tuesday evening, it was brilliant to see so many people there. We have some great 

fundraising ideas for this year, further information to follow in the near future.  

A special thank you to Kirsten Maunder for approaching her employer, Lloyds TSB, for match 

funding. They donated £500! 

 

 

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE - VOCABULARY LEARNING 
Vocabulary learning is very important for many aspects of school life such as taking part in discussions, understanding 
topic work and to understand the meaning when reading.   

 
The whole school have started to use a structured 
way to teach new vocabulary, called 'Word Aware'.  
We are holding a Word Aware workshop for 
parents/carers of children from Years 1 to 6 on 
Friday 14th February. Please come along at 8.45am 
for tea/coffee and biscuits and to hear more about 
Word Aware. After the workshop you will be given 
the opportunity to see your child in their class 
taking part in vocabulary activities!   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
RIVERBOATS CHILDREN'S CENTRE - FEBRUARY HALF-TERM HOLIDAY CLUB 
There are limited spaces available in the February half-term holiday club. For further details and booking forms please 
email 'Riverboats@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk' or telephone 01684 592259. 
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COMMUNITY 
We are very fortunate that we 
have the Riverboats Children's 
Centre on our site. The services 
this centre provides are a vital 

link for the community.  
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Please complete the  

Family Hub online survey.  
Future funding of these vital 

services depends on this: 
 

 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XRWBLH2  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/XRWBLH2

