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28th February 2020 

 
Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  

Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community  
  

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  
‘Anything is possible, we can all succeed’  

‘To inspire … To aspire’  
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OUR THEME FOR THIS HALF-TERM IS TRUST 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FLOODING IN UPTON 
This week we have seen extensive flooding throughout Worcestershire and further up the River Severn. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with all those families significantly affected by some of the serious floods that the area has seen. In 
Upton-upon-Severn Primary School, due to the peak of the river on Thursday, we had to close the school but the rest 
of the week we have been able to stay open ensuring the safety of our children and school community at all times. In 
the event of school closure we will post information onto our website on the new notify you section of the home page. 
We hope you find this useful and we appreciate your support during challenging times. With school closures, as a Local 
Authority school, we operate with support from them and should Hanley Castle High School be closed please do not 
assume we are also closed. Always check for details on our website or the Worcestershire County Council list for school 
closures website. 
 
We do endeavour to keep you regularly updated with text messages but this is an electronic system and we are reliant 
on the company's system to be available to us when required. There will inevitably be times when we cannot access 
this, e.g. if they are updating it or have technical problems.  
 

Bible quote for this week: 
  

 
 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
Exodus 20:16 
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PANCAKE DAY 
On Tuesday Mr Farmer and Mrs Davies decided it was time for some ‘flippin fun’. During their PE sessions they gave 
the children chance to take part in some old fashioned pancake racing. The children really loved having a go at flipping 
the pancakes and there were definitely some expert flippers.  We hope to make this a whole school event next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shrove Tuesday is the beginning of the 40 days leading into Easter, which happens on 12th April in 2020. Lent is 
traditionally a time of fasting and sacrifice. The tradition comes from families using up all ingredients in their cupboards 
so that they can start Lent the next day. The ingredients - eggs, flour and milk - used to be very common things for 
people to give up for Lent, so it made sense to use them all up.  
 
Lent is a period of 40 days where Christians remember the events leading up to and including the death of Jesus Christ, 
who Christians believe is the Son of God and whose life and teachings are the foundation of Christianity.  A lot of people 
use Lent as a way of testing their willpower - often giving up things like chocolate or other sweet treats before Easter. 
 
POPE FRANCIS, in his Ash Wednesday address, urged followers to "give up trolling people on social media platforms 
like Twitter and Facebook for Lent". He said there was too much 'verbal violence' in the world which was 'amplified by 
the internet'. 
 
Pope Francis also added that Lent was "a time to give up useless words, gossip, rumours, tittle-tattle and speak to God 
on a first name basis".  
 
Pope Francis' wise words are very important in our busy internet driven lives whatever our religious faith. Lent is indeed 
a time when Christians the world over focus on the events that led up to the death of Jesus and, as we have said, Lent 
is a way of testing willpower and a time of reflection and asking for forgiveness. The Christian belief is that this is done 
to represent Jesus Christ's sacrifice when he went into the desert to pray and fast for 40 days before he died on the 
cross. 
 
YEAR 5 MALVERN ELEMENTS RESIDENTIAL 
On Monday morning, 27 children from Class 5 arrived with bags bursting at the seams, ready for their adventure to 
Boundless Outdoors. 
 
Upon arrival the children were allocated to their dorms, bags unpacked and tellytubby suits distributed. The first 
activities of the day were completed after our lunch. Each group was fortunate enough to have three adults with them 
– so were quickly ready for each of their activities. 
 
Activities completed and a hearty tea of pizza, chips and peas followed by chocolate sponge with chocolate sauce – 
clean plates and full tummies for all. They were then ready for the night walk. A beautiful clear sky, albeit a windy one, 
greeted the children on the arrival at End Hill. The children had a fabulous time lying on their backs staring up at the 
night sky contemplating some big questions. Back to the centre for hot chocolate, toast, cake and showers, ready for 
bed. 
 
The next morning involved a delicious cooked breakfast, dorm inspections and then getting ready for an action packed 
day of activities. Each group continued to amaze us through the day and the children could often be heard saying the 
class mantra of ‘If it doesn’t challenge you, it doesn’t change you’ when facing their fears, to then be seen hurtling 
down zip wires, climbing the poles or abseiling down the climbing wall. Lunch was eaten and more activities continued 
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into the afternoon with lashings of hot chocolate to keep us warm. Tea involved pancakes which may have had more 
sugar and sauces than pancakes for some! The Night Line and tunnels were the night time activities. Such fun was had 
in the tunnel looking for the elusive light switch – no groups were successful. For the night line so much giggling could 
be heard when blind folded partners walked into trees. Hot chocolate and cake and then bedtime was achieved for 
most by 9.30pm, with one dorm taking themselves off to bed and snuggling down with no reminders from adults. 
 
Our final day, aching limbs and a cooked breakfast. Kitted up for a walk to the top of Sugarloaf Hill. The Beacon was 
deemed too windy for us to walk up to. The walk was glorious, snow and cows were highlights. The wind at the top of 
Sugarloaf was so strong, standing was almost impossible. A quick descent down, back to the stores to return our telly 
tubby suits, lunch and shop completed we were safely returned back to school. 
 
All the children amazed me on an hourly basis, their confidence to try new experiences was phenomenal. A huge thank 
you to Mrs Hollier and Miss Ludlow from the children in Class 5 for coming with the class, as well as to Mr Farmer for 
coming up for the night time activities to assist us, also thank you to all our parents who provided the children with 
the correct, labelled equipment. I am sure the children have memories to last a lifetime. 

 
MYSTERY READER 
On Wednesday year 2 were delighted to welcome Cindy Carvill to the classroom. Cindy 
read 3 books to the children and they thoroughly enjoyed them. There was time at the 
end to ask questions and Cindy revealed her favourite childhood book was Black Beauty.  
 
If anyone else would like to be a mystery reader and share a favourite story please leave 
your name at the office and Mrs Davies will contact you.  
 
CORONAVIRUS 
Public Health England (PHE) are updating their guidance every day, to assist schools and other educational settings in 
providing advice to pupils, staff and parents or carers, they have provided guidance on the following website: 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-
educational-settings-about-covid-19 

  
TAX FREE CHILDCARE 
We are pleased to advise parents that Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary and Pre-School is registered for Tax-Free 
Childcare (TFC).  This new scheme allows working parents to receive up to £2,000 per year in help with childcare costs.  
For every £8 you pay into your TFC account, the Government will add £2.00.  Please visit https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-
childcare to check whether you are eligible and create an account.  You may use TFC to pay for breakfast club, after 
school club, holiday club and/or nursery fees.  If you are eligible for 30 hours nursery funding, you can still register for 
TFC, which you can then use for any additional hours you may wish to book. 
 
When you register for TFC, you will be given a unique reference number for your child. It is essential that you pass this 
on to school. All payments go initially to our local County Council who need your reference number to identify your 
payments and credit them to our school.  Unfortunately, TFC payments only quote the unique reference number and 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
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not the child's name or the name of the childcare provider and so unless we have the reference number, the Council 
cannot identify them. 
 
If you have any questions about the scheme, please contact the School's Finance Manager, Mrs Alison Marlow either 
by email finance@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk or by phone: 01684 592259 Monday to Thursday 9.30am to 2.30pm. 
 
WORLD BOOK DAY - THURSDAY 5th MARCH 2020 
World Book Day is fast approaching. This year the theme is animal costumes to tie in with Doctor Doolittle.  
 
As with the last couple of years, we will also be holding a Great Upton Book Swap. All children will be encouraged to 
bring in a book to swap for another.  
 
SUSTRANS BIG PEDAL 
Families are being invited to take up the Big Pedal 2020 – the UK’s largest cycling, walking and scooting competition 
for schools. 
 
This year’s event is backed up by Dame Sarah Storey, British Paralympian and 35-time world champion in cycling and 
swimming. She says “I am proud to be an Ambassador for the Big Pedal and look forward to seeing thousands of schools 
take up the challenge across the UK". 
 
Organised by the walking and cycling charity Sustrans, Big Pedal 2020 will run from 22nd April to 5th May 2020 and 
will see young people across the UK compete with one another to make the most journeys by bike, foot or scooter. 
 
As little as 17.5% of children are meeting the recommended daily sixty minutes of physical activity, yet walking, 
scooting and cycling to school can play a key role in boosting activity levels. Currently just 2% of children in the UK 
cycle to school, with the number of children being driven, rising.  
 
Big Pedal 2020 aims to build on the success of 2019 which saw a record 3.8 million journeys made by bike, foot and 
scooter and over 1,600 schools take part. 
 
The theme of the competition is ‘Travelling around the body’, with pupils tracking their progress on a wall chart, 
learning about the human body and how active travel benefits their health as they go. 
 
Find out more about Sustrans Big Pedal at: https://bigpedal.org.uk/. Further details of when we are launching this will 
be provided when they are available. 
 
CURRENT VACANCIES 
We have the following vacancies within our school: 
 

 Clerk to Governors (closing date - Monday 9th March 2020) 

 Children's Lunchtime Supervisor (closing date - Monday 9th March 2020) 

 Temporary Teaching Assistant (closing date - Monday 2nd March 2020) 

 After School and Holiday Club Co-ordinator (closing date - Monday 20th April 2020) 
 
Full details, together with application forms, can be found either on our website (School Info/Vacancies), via email: 
office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk or by calling into the school office. 
 
CLASS ASSEMBLIES 

CLASS DATE TIME 

Reception Friday 6th March 9.00am 

Year 1 Friday 13th March 9.00am 

Year 2 Friday 27th March 9.00am 

Year 3 Wednesday 11th March 9.00am 

Year 4 Wednesday 4th March 9.00am 

Year 5 Wednesday 4th March 2.30pm 

Year 6 Tuesday 31st March  9.00am 

mailto:finance@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk
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CURRICULUM LETTERS 
Information of your child's curriculum for this half-term is being sent out today to all children. This will also be available 
our website from the middle of next week.  
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COMMUNITY 
Do you, or anyone you know, have a child that is a teenager or soon to be a teenager - everyone in Year 6?  

Caren Fereday, Family Care Worker from Worcestershire Children First, will be holding 
helpful sessions for parents/carers att Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary School on: 

 
Friday 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th March 2020  

9.30am to 11.30am 
 

Please contact 01684 592259 to book your place.  


