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8th May 2020 

 
Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  

‘To inspire … To aspire’  
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community  

  
Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  

‘Anything is possible, we can all succeed’ 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

VE DAY 2020 marks 75 years 
since May 8th 1945 and 
the end of World War 2 

‘At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning we will remember 

them’ (Laurence Binton) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we enter a historic ‘Bank Holiday Friday’ to commemorate 75 years Malvern Rugby club have followed our 
idea and created a huge rainbow. This is what Kevin Purcell the secreaty of the club wrote: 
 

'Malvern Rugby Football Club are delighted to follow on from Upton School in hosting the wonderful 
work of Fleet Line Markers Limited.  

 
 When Iain asked us to get involved we never dreamt that our work of art would be the size it was.  

Bible quote for this week: 
 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” 
Hebrews 10:24 
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The idea for combining a tribute to all those that achieved Victory in Europe 75 Years ago, our NHS and 
all the key workers (including our teachers) was embraced by all at the club as we have players, 
members and families who are key workers, nurses, doctors and have or do serve in the Armed Forces.  

 
Whilst Rugby and all sport has rightly been stopped for now we look forward to it starting again. We 
would encourage children and families to have a go at the sport we love. If you are in Upton, Upton 
RFC are a great club. If in Malvern we would welcome you to our club.  

 
We look forward to a time when we can all fully enjoy getting out and benefitting from the freedom 
that those veterans acheieved for us. Now we face a different sort of battle and the NHS and Key 
Workers are putting in huge efforts to keep us all safe and help those who are unwell.' 

VE DAY 75 YEARS IN 2020  
VE Day - or 'Victory in Europe Day' - marks the day towards the end of World War Two (WW2) when fighting 
against Nazi Germany in Europe came to an end. 
 
On 8th May 1945, Prime Minister Winston Churchill made an announcement on the radio at 3.00pm that the 
war in Europe had come to an end, following Germany's surrender the day before. 
 
Upon the defeat of Germany, celebrations erupted throughout the western world, especially in the UK and 
North America. More than one million people celebrated in the streets throwing huge parties to mark the end 
of the European part of the war. In London, crowds massed in Trafalgar Square and up the Mall to Buckingham 
Palace, where King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, accompanied by Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
appeared on the balcony of the palace before the cheering crowds.  
 
Today we remember the brave people of Upton who gave their lives in the second world war. There are 
memorials to the men from Upton who fell in both wars on plaques in the memorial hall and also in the church 
of Saints Peter & Paul.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Elizabeth_The_Queen_Mother
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MEMORIES OF VE DAY 1945 
 

We are going to collate some memories of all those that are associated with our school and the Upton 
community. Can you ask anyone you may know, relative or friend, who would recall the VE Day 1945? 
Send their details to the office and I am planning on compiling something special as an Upton tribute, 

with the help of our children too! Here are the first few we have - hopefully you can send us plenty more. 
 

Memory from Hazel Hall - Mrs Wills’ Mother  
When it was VE day in 1945 my Mum would have been in what is our year 6 class.  Her Father, my Grandfather 
Major Leonard Littlejohn of The Queen’s Bays Regiment served all through the war years and was away at the 
end of the War.   
 
She lived in Colchester throughout the war and has many memories of her time in school including when a 
bomb was dropped next to the school whilst the pupils were inside. She remembers how very scary this was 
for all the children but they were all ok and stayed safe, they had hidden under their school desks.  
 
She has vivid memories of the actual celebration at the end of the war. She said: 
 

"‘The 75th anniversary of this day brings back many special memories to me as a young girl. There was 
joy and jubilation when the Prime Minister Winston Churchill made his announcement that war was 
over and I can remember how excited everyone was.  I don’t remember his words exactly but what he 
said was: 

 
'We may allow ourselves a brief moment of rejoicing, but let us not forget for a moment the 
toils and efforts that lie ahead.' 

 
For the very first time in my memory we were allowed to have a party.   
 
I can remember my whole street were all so excited we had trestle tables, bunting, flowers, streamers 
and music. As we had been at war all the food was rationed at the time, but it did not prevent us from 
enjoying the celebration.  The whole street all contributed something and we had the most amazing 
party it’s a very special memory for me indeed." 

 
Memory from Brian Eames - Mr Tomkins’ Neighbour 
Brian was only aged 6 on VE Day which means he would have been born at the start of the war in 1939. He 
would have been in what is our year 2 class.  He lived in Birmingham during WW2. He says: 
 

“I remember VE Day really clearly. Everyone was having parties in the street. I remember the 
continuing of rationing afterwards and I loved getting sweets the most as I got extra from my diabetic 
grandmother!” 

 
Patricia Tomkins - Mr Tomkins’ Grandmother 
Aged 11 on VE Day and would have been in our year 6 lived in London During WW2. She said to Mr Tomkins: 
 

“I don’t remember VE Day all that clearly but I have many memories of the war itself. I particularly 
remember a soldier walking up the road and then I saw a woman with an apron on (wiping her hands 
clean on the apron from cooking), running towards him with a huge smile on her face…he must have 
come back from the war and she didn’t know about it. I also remember being in school when the sirens 
went off and the sounds of the planes is something I will never ever forget.” 
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Marjorie Moroni - Mrs Moroni's mother-in-law 
Aged 8 at the time and she said to Mrs Moroni: 
 

"I had been evacuated to Plymouth from London. There was a feeling of excitement all afternoon. 
There were bonfires all along the road to celebrate.  Boys (teenagers) had made guys and they were 
wheeling them about on wheelbarrows and prams and I think they burnt them on the bonfires.  There 
was no sign of a street party at that stage in my area because with the rationing it would have taken 
lots of effort to hold a party. There was a party later, a couple of weeks later, on Plymouth Hoe held 
by Lady Astor and all the children were invited."   
 

Patricia McKinlay (nee Lowe) - Mrs Johnson's nan 
My Nan Joan Patricia Mckinlay (was Lowe) was part of the Bletchley park Enigma Code breakers. She has 
passed away now but spoke of VE Day and the sense of relief and jubilation amongst everyone. 
 
Jackie Hutchins - Mrs Hutchins mother-in-law 
She is 86. She remembers war breaking out on her actual Birthday - 3rd September 1939. They lived in London. 
She remembers the houses opposite being obliterated during the Blitz and then being evacuated. Jackie 
couldn’t remember VE Day itself but she does recall rationing and how people pulled together their resources 
to make a most memorable and celebratory street party afterwards. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S PROJECT and VIRTUAL ASSEMBLIES 
We shared an assembly created by Reverend Barry Unwin from Upton Parish Church on SeeSaw and Tapestry 
– we hope you have managed to engage your child with it and we look forward to presenting another one 
from our school on Monday morning with you. 
 
Some examples of the WW2 learning from this week can be seen in our celebrations of learning at the end of 
this newsletter.  We return to Science, focused around 'Forces' for next week’s afternoon work. 
 
UPTON HUB VE DAY WORK 
The children working at the school have enjoyed some fantastic work at the hub around VE Day too; here are 
a few examples of work from Wednesday 6th May that the children achieved with Mrs Gabriel: 
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CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 


