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5th June 2020 

 
Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  

Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community  
  

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  
‘Anything is possible, we can all succeed’  

‘To inspire … To aspire’  
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PHASED REOPENING OF SCHOOL 
This week we have been delighted to welcome back some of our children from River Room, Pre-School, Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6. They have done brilliantly in adjusting to all the new procedures that have been put in place. The 
children have enjoyed their learning in school and have been accessing the same learning as those at home, through 
the online learning platforms. We are constantly reviewing how everything is working and look forward to seeing more 
children return to school, in line with Government advice and our own risk assessments, when it is safe to do so. Many 
thanks go to all our staff and families who have been so supportive in their understanding of this process. 
 
RAINBOW GARDEN 
We are delighted to have shared in our assembly this week our new 'rainbow 
garden'. It is a great symbol at the front of our school which shares optimism, hope 
and positivity.  
 
We are now taking the responsibility  for looking after this and sincerely thank Mr 
Mitchell of Green JJam Nurseries for his great work setting this up for us. We hope 
the next time you are in school you will be able to see and enjoy it. 
 
RESPONSE TO ONLINE LEARNING PARENTAL FEEDBACK 
Thank you to those families who took the time to respond to our online feedback survey just before half term. We 
appreciate the feedback so we can ensure that we are all working together to achieve the best for the children with 
home learning and in the phased re-opening of school. A specific request that came in a few times was to have the 
work set more in advance, as some devices that were being shared at home made it difficult to see the work that was 
set mid-morning. From Monday both of the core subjects (Maths and English) will be set at 9.00am to try and help you 
plan your mornings. At 12.00pm we will continue to set the project learning that we have done so far. We hope this 
helps your learning from home schedule. 
 
MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY LEARNING TOPICS 
This term we are going to try and give other areas of learning a focus at the start of the week (Monday to Wednesday 
Projects). The 'further learning opportunities' document will now contain a 'humanities' section to address the subject 
areas of History and Geography. Next week we are starting a music project, so we hope you enjoy this slightly new 
approach and all the children engage with it! 
 

Bible quote for this week: 
  

If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; if you scoff, you alone will bear it. 
Proverbs 9:12 
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HUB CLASS 
Children in the hub had great fun on Tuesday afternoon exploring the effects of mixing oil and water, these are some 
of their fabulous results.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30 DAYS OF WILD 
Well done and thank you for the wonderful responses to The Wildlife Trust’s '30 Days Wild' Challenge. Everyday 
throughout June, Mrs Gabriel will be posting a Random Act of Wildness for you to experience, explore or make. This 
week has seen some mini nature reserves, feeling the wild between our toes, listening to wild sounds and creating 
natural works of art. It is a great way to get outside and get connected with nature.  

 
We look forward to seeing more of your Random Act of Wildness photos and comments.    
 
STAFFING UPDATE 
After many years of working at Upton in Key Stage 1, Miss Sharon Merchant has left us for pastures new and we wish 
her the very best as she moves on and we will all miss her.  Mrs Emma Diamond is working in Year 1 this term and Mrs 
Sam Dodd is working in the hub. Emma and Sam both have children in school and you may recognise them from around 
school.  We welcome them as they join our team. We also welcome Miss Helena Lacon, back from maternity leave, 
who is working with Year 6.  It is great to have them with us. 
 

SITE MANAGER 
Our site manager, Mr Rob Miles, is working incredibly hard to ensure our 
school has the highest levels of hygiene. He steam cleans each room and its 
contents daily.  During lockdown, he has carried out a thorough deep clean 
of each room and has, in addition, painted many areas and also applied 
floor stickers and signs indicating 2 metre distancing and also signage for 
our one way system throughout the whole school. 
 
The school looks fantastic and we are very grateful to Rob for all he is doing 
to ensure such a very high level of cleanliness in our school. 
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FAMILY LEARNING TEAM - WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
With the majority of parents and their children at home, the Family Learning Team at Worcestershire County Council 
has designed some really short but fun activities for parents and children to do together online. They also designed a 
jewellery making course for High School pupils and their parents! All of these short courses are free to all parents (no 
eligibility of criteria) and full details and links can be found on the Community page of this Newsletter. 
 

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING  
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COMMUNITY 

 
FAMILY LEARNING TEAM - WORCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 
Book and cook family activity week online  

 Motivational Monday - Making a rainbow from any ingredients you have at home from tomatoes to cherries to 
peas! Ring an isolated relative and read them a book and make a rainbow in your house or garden.  

 Tech Tuesday - Harry Potter chocolate melting (using up your left over Easter Eggs) and some Harry Potter 
activities.  

 Work it out Wednesday - Making Pizza (bread roll, slice of bread, pizza base and using up beans, tins of tomatoes, 
sweetcorn, etc) and then writing your own Pizza cook book.  

 Theory Thursday - Making biscuits and Where’s Wally books  

 Feedback Friday – Making up a recipe book to show school what you have learnt. 
 

From Monday 6th to Friday 10th July - Book and Cook Course - June 
From Monday 3rd to Friday 7th August - Book and Cook Course - August 

 
Five days of family fun online 

 Motivation Monday - Flower Pressing and card making using flowers from your garden or local walk and books 
as the press and turning them into cards or pictures to show or post to people.  

 Tech Tuesday - Sock puppets from old socks at home and anything you can find at home to decorate.  

 Working it out Wednesday - Garden pots using recycled drink bottles and yoghurt pots and painting with water in 
your garden.  

 Theory Thursday - Using cereal, pasta or dried fruit etc to thread into necklaces or jewellery.  

 Feedback Friday - Stick food using cocktail sticks or kebab sticks or similar make your own kebabs from fruit and 
veg in your home or any sweets you can find. 

 
From Monday 15th to Friday 19th June - Five days of Family Fun Course - June 
From Monday 13th to Friday 17th July - Five days of Family Fun Course - August 
From Monday 24th to Friday 28th August - Five dates of Family Fun Course - August 

 
High School Family Crafts Online 
This is a five session online course for parents and teenagers to learn new crafts together. This course will be for you 
to complete in your own time over the course of a week with five activities including:  

1) Friendship Bracelets with wool or string  
2) Flower braided bracelets using wool or string  
3) Painted salt dough earrings  

https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/CourseBookingStaff/CourseEdit.aspx?CourseId=0&CourseSubjectId=1614&ActiveTabId=1
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5687&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5688&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5689&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5690&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5691&CustomerRequestGUID=
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4) painted salt dough necklace 
5) Safety Pin Jewellery 

 
From Monday 15th to Friday 19th June - High School Family Crafts Course - June 
From Monday 13th to Friday 17th July - High School Family Crafts Course - July 
From Monday 24th to Friday 28th August - High School Family Crafts Course - August 

 
SIGNALONG WORKSHOPS  
These workshops are for ‘adults - parents and carers’ or for ‘professionals – childcare and teaching staff’ online. Each 
workshop is over one week and contains one 30 minute zoom session per day Monday to Friday. All workshops are 
free for all (no eligibility criteria) and have limited spaces. To book onto any workshop please click links below: 
  
Adults – Parents, Carers And Grandparents - Signalong 1 Starter Workshop Online - Free 
Course Description: Signalong is a key word sign-supported communication system based on British sign language and 
is used in spoken word order. It uses speech, sign, body language, facial expression and voice tone to reference the 
link between sign and word. This 5 day (one 30 min session a day) course is a "starter" course for parents, grandparents 
and adults wishing to learn a few signs to support communication for children and adults. 
 
Signalong 2 Progression Workshop ONLINE - FREE 
Course Description: This workshop is for you to progress with Signalong after you have completed Signalong 1 starter 
workshop. This includes bespoke signs for your personal needs and will cover topics such as money, colours and 
animals and we will base the teaching very much on your own needs as a group to be able to use signalong in everyday 
life.  
 

Signalong 1 Starter Workshop ONLINE - FREE 
From Monday 8th to Friday 12th June - 2.00pm to 2.30pm - Singalong 1 Workshop - June 
From Monday 6th to Friday 10th July - 2.00pm to 2.30pm - Singalong 1 Workshop - July 

  
Signalong 2 Progression Workshop ONLINE - FREE  
From Monday 22nd to Friday 26th June - 2.00pm to 2.30pm - Signalong 2 Workshop - June 
From Monday 20th to Friday 24th July - 2.00pm to 2.30pm - Signalong 2 Workshop - July 

  
Professionals – Childcare and Teaching Staff - Signalong 1 Starter workshop for Professionals ONLINE - FREE 
Course Description: Signalong is a key word sign-supported communication system based on British sign language and 
is used in spoken word order. It uses speech, sign, body language, facial expression and voice tone to reference the 
link between sign and word. This 5 day (one 30 min session a day) workshop is a "starter" workshop for teachers, 
teaching assistants and staff, childcare staff & professionals wishing to learn a few signs to support communication for 
children or those with communication needs. 
 

From Monday 15th June to Friday 24th July - 7.30pm to 8.00pm - Singalong 1 Workshop - June/July 
  
Signalong 2 Progression workshop for Professionals ONLINE - FREE 
Course Description: Once professionals have completed Signalong 1 Starter workshop this next set of courses is 
designed to meet your needs in your working routine. This course will be very much bespoke on the learners needs as 
a group to enable you to learn and use signs to support you in work. The signs will be based on topics such as school 
and childcare, routines, communicating needs and supporting communication.  
 

From Monday 29th June to Friday 3rd July - 7.30pm to 8.00pm - Singalong 2 Workshop - June/July 

https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5692&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5693&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5694&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5704&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5705&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5711&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5712&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5713&CustomerRequestGUID=
https://capublic.worcestershire.gov.uk/coursebookingpublic/CourseBooking.aspx?Login=False&CourseId=5714&CustomerRequestGUID=

