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17th July 2020 

 
Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  

Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community  
  

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  
‘Anything is possible, we can all succeed’  

‘To inspire … To aspire’  
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4:13 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
LOOKING BACK 
What a year it has been. In the autumn term we had floods in the town and a visit from Ofsted; during spring we had our 
amazing Africa week and World Book Day and our summer term was like nothing we could have predicted. Throughout this 
academic year we have had an amazing group of staff who have worked determinedly to implement our school vision: 
anything is possible, we can all succeed.  
 
LOOKING FORWARD 
September will bring its own challenges given the impact the pandemic has had on everyone but we also know our dedicated 
team will rise to all the challenges to provide your children with the best education we can deliver. The first two weeks we 
will all be working on a special book which will focus on wellbeing and a graduated return to normality. We have several 
challenges with the premises which we continue to work on over the summer holidays. Information regarding the start and 
finish times, together with our school's protocol for a safe return will be provided to you as soon as it is finalised.  
 
GOODBYE YEAR 6 
This week we have managed to get the vast majority of our Year 6 children back together to close their primary school 
experience. This cohort were particularly special because they were in pre-school when I started my headship here. We have 
managed to offer them some fabulous adventure golf, a superb sports day and a special leavers service at the parish church.  
 
 
This year's Year 6 leaver's awards went to: 
 

 Sports Plate - Ben L 

 Arts and Music - Indiah H 

 Longdon Cup for Endeavour: Isabella O 

 Di Hunt Excellence Cup - Ruby P  
 
 
 

These children have been a superb asset to our school and we wish them every success in their new educational adventure 
at secondary school. They will be missed but also remembered for their enthusiasm and teamwork that has been evident 
for a long time. 
 
RETURN TO SCHOOL -  MENTAL HEALTH WELL-BEING TOOLKIT 
Although some children have returned to school already, for many the new autumn term will be their first time stepping 
into a classroom since lockdown began. Understandably this may be a strange or worrying time for some children, parents 

Bible quote for this week: 
 

Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 

Thessalonians 5:11 
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and carers, and schools. We know that supporting children’s mental well-being during the return to school is a key priority 
for us all.  There is a toolkit to support you and your family (see attached) that has come from Mentally Healthy Schools and 
contains a collection of  lots of useful resources. Some of these are for you to use and share at home and some are for us to 
use in school in September.  They are all focused on making sure the return to classrooms in the autumn is a mentally healthy 
one. 
 
10 TOP READING TIPS 
The DfE have brought together a list of ways to help primary-aged children read at home. 
 
1. Encourage your child to read - Reading helps your child’s wellbeing, develops imagination and has educational 

benefits too. Just a few minutes a day can have a big impact on children of all ages. 
2.  Read aloud regularly - Try to read to your child every day. It’s a special time to snuggle up and enjoy a story. Stories 

matter and children love re-reading them and poring over the pictures. Try adding funny voices to bring characters 
to life. 

3.  Encourage reading choice - Give children lots of opportunities to read different things in their own time - it doesn’t 
just have to be books. There’s fiction, non-fiction, poetry, comics, magazines, recipes and much more. Try leaving 
interesting reading material in different places around the home and see who picks it up. 

4.  Read together - Choose a favourite time to read together as a family and enjoy it. This might be everyone reading 
the same book together, reading different things at the same time, or getting your children to read to each other. 
This time spent reading together can be relaxing for all. 

5.  Create a comfortable environment - Make a calm, comfortable place for your family to relax and read independently 
- or together. 

6.  Make use of your local library- Libraries in England are able to open from 4 July, so visit them when you’re able to 
and explore all sorts of reading ideas. Local libraries also offer brilliant online materials, including audiobooks and 
ebooks to borrow. See Libraries Connected for more digital library services and resources. 

7.  Talk about books - This is a great way to make connections, develop understanding and make reading even more 
enjoyable. Start by discussing the front cover and talking about what it reveals and suggests the book could be 
about. Then talk about what you’ve been reading and share ideas. You could discuss something that happened that 
surprised you, or something new that you found out. You could talk about how the book makes you feel and whether 
it reminds you of anything. 

8.  Bring reading to life - You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would you recommend it to a friend? 
Alternatively, play a game where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an interesting article you’ve 
read. 

9.  Make reading active - Play games that involve making connections between pictures, objects and words, such as 
reading about an object and finding similar things in your home. You could organise treasure hunts related to what 
you’re reading. Try creating your child’s very own book by using photos from your day and adding captions. 

10.  Engage your child in reading in a way that suits them - You know your child best and you’ll know the best times for 
your child to read. If they have special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) then short, creative activities may 
be the way to get them most interested. If English is an additional language, encourage reading in a child’s first 
language, as well as in English. What matters most is that they enjoy it. 

 
STAFFING 
We would like to welcome Miss Millie Barnes who has joined our team. Millie will be the lead in our River Room and will 
also work closely with the other members of the Early Years team in supporting children from 2 years and up.  
 
We also welcome Miss Katie Adamson as our new reception teacher. Katie worked successfully in school last year as part 
of her PGCE in Primary education and will be a positive and familiar face in school. 
 
SPORTS DAY 
Well done to all of the children who took part in our 'Virtual Sports Day'. It was great to see so many participating, we had 
lots of photographs (see photo page at end of Newsletter) and videos and celebrations. Years 2 and 5 had the most overall 
involvement. We had some impressive plank times! 
 
Some families included extra events and even created a whole Olympics, including an opening ceremony and awarding 
medals. Every competitor should find a certificate on SeeSaw or Tapestry. The overall winners were Severn followed by Wye, 
Teme and Avon.  
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MERITS 
This week's Merit awards go to: 
 

 Reception – Olivia and Finley 

 Year 1 – Charles and Leilani 

 Year 2 – Annie and Laylah 

 Year 3 - Lauryn and Holli 

 Year 4 – Madi and Florence 

 Year 5 - Daniel and Lily-Beau 

 Year 6 - Whole class 
 
NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 
Our school is currently working towards obtaining a Certified School Award for National Online Safety.  
 
All parents/carers can access this site, together with an 'annual online safety course' via the following link: 
 

http://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/upton-upon-severn-ce-primary-school 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

THE UPTON TEAM WOULD LIKE TO WISH YOU 
ALL A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER BREAK 
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