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11th December  2020 
 

Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community 

 
Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  

'Anything is possible, we can all succeed' 
 

'To inspire … To aspire' 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13) 

 

 
MINI POLICE! 
You may have noticed the presence of our new mini police team at the front of school.                 
They are out at peak times to remind our families to park considerately and courteously,               
particularly around the school site. We hope they serve as a positive reminder to help               
everyone keep safe.  
 
PC Johns has loaned us these mini police officers and we are hoping that they will have a                  
positive impact on the increasing parking issues that develop in School Lane. We would              
encourage all parents to park further away from the school, if possible, and walk to               
drop-off and collect your children.  
 
 

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 
It was lovely today to see the entire school community dressed in a wide variety of Christmas                 
jumpers that shows what an extensive collection we have across the Upton community! This is               
always a fun day and generates within both staff and children a sense that Christmas is almost                 
upon us. Our Christmas tree this year looks particularly splendid because we have had to               
purchase new lights and there are currently 2,000 lighting up our school hall. At some point                
during the week the children will all get to see the tree and, although our traditional Christmas                 
lunch was not able to happen this year, we are still enjoying the festive feeling around school. 
 
We raised a total of £125 for Save the Children Fund. Again, we would like to send our utmost                   
thanks to the Upton Community for their generous donations.  
 
FRIENDS' CHRISTMAS GIFT 
We would like to thank The Friends Association, of our primary school, for providing a gift to all the children today,                     
which we hope they can enjoy over the Christmas holidays and beyond!  
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE 
 

For God has not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. 
 

Timothy 1:7 
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CHRISTMAS PARTIES 
During next week all classes will be having their own COVID safe Christmas party. Please see the grid below for details                     
on what day your child's Christmas Party will take place. On this day your child can come to school wearing party                     
clothes, however, please ensure they have sensible outdoor shoes and a warm coat. 
 

 
WRAP AROUND CARE 
We would like to inform you that both Breakfast Club and The Moorings will not be taking any more bookings for the                      
last week of term as both are fully booked.  
 
However, bookings are now open for the first half of Spring of Term and these can be done via the following links. 
 

Breakfast Club: https://forms.gle/hCa6ZFaQUpKGCGA5A 
The Moorings: https://forms.gle/UGTqPm5rKtRa5rkx7 

 
When you make your first booking for the first half of Spring Term, you will be sent a confirmation email with a link                       
which must be used to make any further bookings for that half term. Please DO NOT use a fresh booking form if                      
you have already booked sessions for the first half of Spring Term - use the link in the confirmation email sent to                      
you.  
 
THE HISTORY MAN 
Despite a tricky day in school on Monday, Years 3 and 4 were delighted to welcome The                 
History Man, David Cadle. David is extremely knowledgeable, and brought with him a van full               
of artefacts about Egypt to support our learning this term. David has worked really hard to be                 
able to provide his unique experience in a COVID friendly way.  
 
The children were lucky enough to be able to touch and feel tools, clothes, games and replica                 
toys from the Egyptian period, as well as learn lots of strange and wonderful ideas about                
Egyptian life. In particular the ‘tug the tomb stone’ was a huge hit - even Mrs Davies and Miss                   
Teague had a go!  
 
We are so lucky to be able to provide these experiences for the children and really bring this                  
topic to life.  

 
HOMEWORK 
There will be no homework set for the last week of term. The next set of homework will not be set until the new term                         
restarts in January. However, we would still like to encourage you to continue to read with your child and practise                    
spellings and times tables.  

RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

Monday 14th  Thursday 17th Tuesday 15th Wednesday 16th Friday 18th Thursday 17th Wednesday 16th 

https://forms.gle/hCa6ZFaQUpKGCGA5A
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PEPPERPOT CHRISTMAS TREES 
Our Year 5 children had the      
opportunity to visit the Christmas     
trees at the Pepperpot: it is a       
wonderful community area which    
really brings positivity, hope and     
festive spirit during these unusual     
times. 
 

 
 

HOUR OF CODE 
During this week’s computing lesson, every class       
focussed on coding skills and engaged in many fun and          
enjoyable activities to enthuse their knowledge and       
understanding of this area of computing. In a world         
where computing is so dominant, it was great to see so           
much enthusiasm and enjoyment around each class       
developing their abilities.  
 
 

ARCHERY 
On Thursday morning, Year 6 were fortunate enough to have an archery session with a specialised instructor.                 
Outdoors and following COVID-safe precautions, some of the children got to experience a bow and arrow for the first                   
time.  

The children thoroughly enjoyed the morning and were grateful for the opportunity of being able to do something                  
quite different and special!  
 
CHRISTMAS PANTO  
We have been lucky enough to have a special pre-recorded performance of A Very Merry COVID Cancelled Christmas                  
this year, which the children enjoyed in their classes today. Following in the footsteps of William Winstanley, who                  
kept the Christmas Spirit alive during the cancelled Christmas of Oliver Cromwell; Steve is determined to keep his                  
Christmas cheer. Dissecting what it is that makes Christmas special, and how we can celebrate it during a lockdown,                   
including a lockdown pan-tivity. All this while live-streaming to his audience of family and friends, convincing his                 
brother Buddy not to Scrooge his way out of as he goes. 
 
Our thanks go to Amy and The Baptist Church for organising and funding this for us. 
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RECEPTION AND KS1 NATIVITIES 
Over the past few weeks the children in Early Years and KS1 have been working really                
hard, putting together their nativity performances. They have shown such resilience and            
determination in learning a performance with less singing, more signing and without the             
lovely live audience that we so wish we could have.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The children have created props and the costumes that have been made at home are               
fantastic. We look forward to sharing all the children’s hard work with you via our online learning platforms later next                    
week and hope that you enjoy the show as much as we have enjoyed creating it. 
 
KS2 SERVICE 
The children in KS2 are all contributing in their classes to a christmas service which we will share with you via SeeSaw                      
next week. We hope this brings you some festive cheer and joy as you celebrate christmas with your children. 

 
 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS TO CARE HOMES 
Thank you to those care homes that responded to our request to send Christmas              
cards. These have been sent out over this week to bring their residents some              
Christmas joy. 
 
 
 

BLACK PEPPER LUNCHES 
Please note that the last day for ordering school lunches for the rest of this term is Tuesday 15th December. 
 
MIDLANDS AIR AMBULANCE ASSEMBLY 
On Thursday afternoon, Charley from the local Midlands Air Ambulance team was able to give the whole school a                   
virtual assembly. It was great to hear about all that the Midlands Air Ambulance do, particularly with one of their                    
bases being so near to us in Strensham. We often see the helicopter fly over the Upton area and we must remember                      
that the service relies totally on charitable donations. Like many charities this year the Midlands Air Ambulance has                  
found raising funds a challenge and in the New Year we will plan some activities that can support some fundraising for                     
them. If you feel you can support them and their life saving work over the Christmas period please visit:                   
https://www.midlandsairambulance.com/missionxmas20/. 
 

https://www.midlandsairambulance.com/missionxmas20/
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SUPPORTING OUR FAMILIES WITH E-SAFETY  
This week we will be providing you with support and guidance about some internet controls families can implement                  
to support a healthy and manageable approach to online usage with children. Although the internet can be a                  
wonderful place to find things out, it can also be harmful and addictive where helpful measures are not put in place.  
 
END OF TERM CLOSING DATE 
In our full Governing Body meeting which was held last night the Governors unanimously voted that we will remain                   
open on Friday 18th December which means that the rest of the school training days will run according to the original                     
calendar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE - CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS 
We will all be out of our usual routine over the Christmas holidays. Attached is a timetable to help children see what                      
is happening – just write or draw your plan for each day on the sheet. You can also count the sleeps until Christmas                       
Day! 
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If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills please phone or email the school office                 
(office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk), and I will call you back on my next visit into school. You can also contact me                  
directly on 01562 752749. Keren Somers (Speech and Language Therapist) 


