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4th December 2020
Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community
Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives
'Anything is possible, we can all succeed'
'To inspire … To aspire'
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13)

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

In His hand is the life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.
Job 12:10

IT’S STARTING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS…
Our school is starting to look a lot more festive with trees and lights ablaze and the
Christmas spirit being raised. We are doing our utmost to give the children an
enjoyable festive time at school, albeit looking slightly differently from years gone by.
We have made additional protocols and arrangements around Christmas, specifically
to try to ensure we keep our community as safe as possible.
There are a couple of segments in this newsletter about Christmas; please read them
carefully to ensure everyone is aware of our safe approaches and events we are doing
during this festive time.
ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE: ASK GARETH A QUESTION...
Gareth Southgate is manager of England's senior men’s football team and a former professional
footballer. At the 2018 World Cup, his inspirational leadership and his 'anything is possible'
mindset helped bring the nation together, leading the Three Lions to the semi-finals and one of
their best performances at a tournament in decades. He has also won Coach of the Year at the
BBC Sports Personality awards and received an OBE.
We have the opportunity to ask the England men’s team football manager a question or two via
Zoom!
Please ask your child what they would like to ask and let us know by filling in the following form
by Thursday 10th December:
https://forms.gle/2KM1MJcjV3AUdvRW6
CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Christmas is a time for giving and receiving gifts and we know some of you may want to show your gratitude to the
staff with a small present. If you wish to give a member of staff a gift, please do not be disappointed if your child
cannot see their member of staff open it; we are asking all staff to quarantine anything for 72 hours before opening
anything. Anything that will be sent home from school, will have been quarantined for at least 72 hours and handed
out with gloves under our COVID protocol.
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CHRISTMAS TREES IN UPTON
We were pleased to be asked to contribute a Christmas tree to the wonderful display by
the PepperPot, organised by Amy from the Baptist Church. Our children were all involved in
making decorations for this and have made either stars or, to reflect our school ethos, a
goose to hang on the branches.
Do have a look at all of the trees as there is a super display by various groups in our local
community and it does bring a little Christmas cheer as you arrive or leave Upton! This is a
lovely way for us to contribute to our local town, sharing our value of 'Community' this half
term.
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES
In the final week of term each class will have their own Christmas party which will follow COVID-safe practices.
Thorough thinking has gone into the planning of these events to ensure they are enjoyable and safe. There will also be
virtual offerings for families to enjoy via their online learning platforms in the next few weeks.
PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCIES
As you will see from the table below, Alex Longhi was voted back in, with Jessica Wood also being voted as a Parent
Governor for the next two years. We would like to thank Clare and Jarrod for their applications and the school
community for their votes.
CANDIDATE NAME

VOTES

Alex Longhi

35

Jessica Wood

28

Clare Bell

19

Jarrod Christian

10

HANDI PAEDIATRIC APP
The Worcestershire Paediatric Handi App was developed initially by the Paediatric
Team at Musgrove Park Hospital in Taunton to provide expert support to parents/
carers and medical professionals looking at children with the most common childhood
illnesses. The App is free to download and is available for both Apple and Android
devices.

Year 1 won the Smarties Challenge. They voted to have a class party and
celebrated this today today!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Smarties fundraiser.
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WCF ONLINE COURSES FOR PARENTS/CARERS
Worcestershire Children First have designed some courses for parents and carers for 2021 to meet needs, based on
partners' requests. Some of the courses have also been designed to attract parents and carers to support the needs
they have identified. All courses are short six or eight week courses, with the majority being in the evenings.
All of the courses listed on the attached sheet are currently free for all parents and carers to book onto via:
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/courses
KINDNESS CALENDAR
As a focus, to ensure that we are supporting our children and school communities health and emotional well-being,
we are delighted to share the kindness calendar below. As a school we focus strongly on team support and like to feel
all of our children are wrapped in the kindness that we know they all deserve. The quote for today is 'Give kind
comments to as many people as possible today". The calendar goes all the way through December and every day
there is something special for us to focus on; 'Let's look beyond our differences and help each other. Every act of
kindness matters.'

PSHE FEEDBACK
Thank you for all the responses to our questionnaire last week. We have looked at the feedback and online safety was
a high priority within the community’s feedback. In response to this we will regularly send information along with the
newsletter about different aspects of online safety. If there is a specific request about the e-safety curriculum that
you would like support with then please email the school so that we can do our best to support our community with
this.
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Some teaching staff are running small groups to develop narrative skills using the Black Sheep Press Narrative
programme. This is a small group intervention which supports children to be able to retell stories and develop their
expressive language skills.
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Here is an activity you can play at home to practise narrative skills with younger children – roll the dice and make up
your own story!

If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills please phone or email the school office, and I will
call you back on my next visit into school. You can also contact me directly on 01562 752 749. Keren Somers (Speech
and Language Therapist)
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COMMUNITY

