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23rd April 2021 
 

Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community 

 

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  
'Anything is possible, we can all succeed' 

Providing enriching experiences to foster aspiration 
'To inspire … To aspire' 

 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13) 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE 
 

As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good. 
Thessalonians 3:13 

 

Welcome back to our 2021 summer term with this half term's theme being: Perseverance 
 

HRH PRINCE PHILIP - 1921 - 2021 
During the Easter holiday, we heard the sad news of the passing of His Royal Highness the 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 9th April 2021. We send our condolences to the Royal 
Family as they come to terms with their sad loss.  
 

With HM Queen Elizabeth II, they had four children, eight 
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. On 20th November 
2017 they celebrated their Platinum Wedding Anniversary.  
 
After his passing, the Queen stated that: "He (Philip) has, quite 
simply, been my strength and stay all these years and I, and his 
whole family, and this and many other countries, owe him a debt 
greater than he would ever claim, or we shall ever know". 
 
He was the longest-serving consort to a monarch in British history, having served alongside his 
wife for the entirety of her 68-year reign. During this time, he had attended around 22,191 solo 
engagements – and thousands more by the Queen’s side, to places all over the world and up 
and down Great Britain. 
 

He had a flourishing career in the Royal Navy, with the Queen appointing him the title of 'Lord High Admiral of the Royal 
Navy'' (the ceremonial head of the Navy) as a 90th birthday present. 
 
He was best known for setting up the Duke of Edinburgh awards scheme, which will be his legacy for many years to 
come. He set the scheme up in 1956, so it has been going for over 60 years. This inspirational scheme has shaped 
millions of young peoples’ lives over the years, encouraging them to challenge themselves physically and change their 
local community by volunteering. 
 
He was also ambassador for the science and technology industries and sporting organisations and a patron or president 
of 785 different organisations, including Lord’s Cricket Ground and Wimbledon (All England Lawn and Tennis Club). In 
the 1970’s he set up the Royal Academy of Engineering, which changed the face of the engineering profession and 
created opportunities for new types of engineering as technology changed. 
 
He was well known for his wit and when he retired at the age 96, on 4th May 2017, a guest at St James' Palace said "I'm 
sorry to hear that you're standing down." to which the Duke replied "Well I can't stand up much longer!" 
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WHITSUN HOLIDAY CLUB 
The Holiday Club team are thrilled to announce Holiday Club will be returning from May Half Term! Suitable for children 
aged 2-11 years, operating from Tuesday 1st - Friday 4th June. Activities will include baking, sports, crafts and a talent 
show. Times and prices (per child per session) are as follows: 
 

● 8.15am to 9.00am - £2.00 (incl. breakfast) 
● 9.00am to 4.00pm - £16.00 (incl. midmorning snack) 
● 9.00am to 5.30pm - £20.00 (incl. cooked tea) 

Please note, there is an additional charge of £3 for children aged 2 years.  
 
Please click the following link to make a booking: http://bit.ly/2NGkeSn.  
 

FUN DAYS 
 

Over this half term, we have arranged 'fun days', which the whole school community will be taking part in as follows: 
 
Fabulous Friday (1, 2 miss a few 99,100) 
On Friday 30th April, we will be using our Goose ethos to walk 100 laps of the playground/field. In doing this, we would 
like to raise money for the local Midlands Air Ambulance, which is a vital service to the whole community and relies on 
charitable donations to continue to offer the services required. Uniform to be worn on this day, and please ensure full 
PE kit is also in school for this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thrilling Thursday 
On Thursday 6th May, we would like everyone to come to school dressed in non-uniform number themed clothes. No 
onesies please. 
 
Wonderful Wednesday 
On Wednesday 12th May, we will be focusing on 'The Arts'. On this day, we will be doing lots of creative activities to 
include drama, music and art. Children are invited to come into school dressed as a character from a book, TV or film 
or in rainbow colours. No onesies please. 
 
Tanzanian Tuesday 
Due to last year's COVID pandemic, we were unable to continue to develop our 
Tanzanian theme, following on from when Miss Ludlow and Miss Merrick visited the 
Changa Medium English School, Tanga in October 2019. 
 
As the whole school community is now back in school, we are able to continue to 
develop this. On Tuesday 18th May, we would like everyone to come to school 
dressed in non-uniform with the colours of the Tanzanian flag. No onesies please. 

 
Marvellous Monday/Wacky Hair Day 
On Monday 24th May, we will be holding a mad science/wacky hair day. We look forward 
to seeing everyone's wacky hairdos. Uniform to be worn on this day. 
 
 

SENDIASS 
SENDIASS (SEND Information and Support Services for Worcestershire) have created two videos that we have added to 
our SEND page on the school website. The videos provide further information for parents who have a child with Special 
Educational Needs OR have concerns about their child and can be found on our website at:  

http://bit.ly/2NGkeSn
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https://uptonprimaryschool.education/sen-notice/ 
  

1. Information on SEN support in mainstream schools. 
2. Understanding the graduated response 

 
If your child is already on the SEND register or if you have concerns and feel your child may have additional needs you 
can contact our SENDCO, Miss Jo Ludlow, either by phoning the school office on 01684 592259 or by email: 
sendco@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk. 
 
PACKED LUNCHES 
May we please remind you that our school is a Nut Free school due to allergies within the school. 
Could we please also request that children do not bring in hot soup and to also provide your child 
with cutlery if they bring in food that requires this, e.g. yoghurt. 
 
 
YEAR 3 GARDENING APPEAL 
This term’s topic in Year 3 is all about plants. We would really like to plant and grow things in our raised 
beds. Please can we ask parents to send in any spare trowels or hand held forks so that every child in the 
class has an opportunity to work together as a team. It really does not matter if they are a bit old and 
battered. Please bring any gardening equipment to the office.  
 
 
DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION -THE BIG ASK (National survey of children) 
The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has this week launched 'The Big Ask' – the largest 
ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out children’s concerns and aspirations about 
the future, so that they can put children at the heart of our country’s recovery from the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak.  
 
Parents and carers, and those working with children are invited to complete the adult survey to share their views about 
the future for children and young people today, and what they think is holding young people back. The results from this 
survey will help the Children’s Commissioner identify the barriers preventing children from reaching their potential, put 
forward solutions and set ambitious goals for the country to achieve. The children will do their survey within school. 
 

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING 
 
RIVER ROOM 
This week the River Room have been thinking about growing and planting. They have enjoyed exploring soil and seeds 
and planted many beans too. They cannot wait to watch them grow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NURSERY 
This week in Nursery, everyone came back fresh and keen to share their Easter news through conversations and creating 
pictures for our marvellous work wall. They have also based their learning round 'Jack and the Beanstalk' through 
building, collaging and painting beanstalks, planting their own beans and sharing many different versions of the story 
together. 

https://uptonprimaryschool.education/sen-notice/
mailto:sendco@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/adults/
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RECEPTION 
Reception class have been exploring the life cycle of a frog and have learnt many fun facts about frogs. Ask them what 
they know!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YEAR ONE 
Year 1 have come back to find that a giant beanstalk has grown in the classroom with a note 
from Jack attached.  They have decided that this is a great start to their topic and have written 
some instructions about growing seeds which they intend to follow when planting their own 
seeds later in the week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
YEAR TWO 
Year 2 have been giving recounts of their Easter holidays 
and also of events in the style of a well-known character. 
 
Emily's work shows the story of Jack and the beanstalk.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR THREE 
Year 3 have had a really positive week back. They have begun their new text bloom, which is all about rule breaking and 
the consequence of too many rules. They have also written letters to Mrs Wills to convince her to change some of the 
rules in our school - a popular one being getting rid of uniforms! In maths, they have continued their work on equivalent 
fractions, which is always a challenge. Most exciting of all is the start of summer sports this term, Year 3 have been 
introduced to Rounders beginning with throwing and catching. A very busy week!  
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YEAR FOUR 
Year 4 have had a great first week back, they have been very excited and engaged in their new topic of SPIES. They are 
all taking part in Spy School and learning what it takes to become a secret spy! 
 
They have also been incredibly lucky to have some chicken eggs to 
incubate over the next few weeks. Mrs Oliver explained the process of 
incubation and hatching of the chicks, each child in Year 4 will have a 
chance to turn the eggs and also look inside the eggs to monitor the 
progress of the chicks as they develop.  
 
YEAR FIVE 
Year 5 marked 'World Earth Day' by making posters and leaflets to remind everyone to use the five 'R's - Refuse, Reduce, 
Reuse, Repurpose and Recycle.  They thought of small steps they could make to achieve these. 

 
YEAR SIX 
Year 6 have had a super start to the Summer term, many plans are being formulated to make this 
term a really special one. They have also welcomed a new child into the class. 
 
In their science topic work, they have started to look at inherited characteristics and what these 
are. Using the Mr Men and Little Miss characters they Identified what inherited characteristics the 
offspring may have and how they would look. 
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HEADTEACHER'S AWARD 

 
Congratulations to Jenson for receiving the first Head Teachers Award of the summer term. Jenson 
(Year 4) raised over £645 for the World Wildlife Fund charity by having his very long hair cut. 
 
 
 
 
WATER SAFETY 
With the weather warming up, West Mercia Police would like to remind everyone about water safety and we attach a 
helpful information sheet, which they have prepared. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
This week Year 1 are starting activities to support their listening skills, using the ‘Teaching Children to Listen’ 
programme.  The activities are a lot of fun - this week we needed to listen to find out where a noisy toy was hidden! 
 
The programme teaches children these four rules of good listening: 

 
If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills please phone or email the school office 
(office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk), and I will call you back on my next visit into school.  You can also contact me 
directly on 01562 752749.    Keren Somers (Speech and Language Therapist) 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
A38/A4104 ROUNDABOUT UPDATE 
Ripple Parish Council has received notification of a pre-scheme, advance, utility works to commence next week as 
follows: 
 

"I am writing to advise you that some pre-scheme advance utility works will be commencing in the week 
of 26th April in the Upton area, initially for a fortnight. The location of these works will take place in the 
verges to the north of the staggered crossroads and carried out under temporary two-way traffic signals, 
weekdays - daytime only. We will also be delivering letters to the local residents on the crossroads, to 
advise of this. 
 
I will further advise on the programme for the archaeology and main scheme works in due course when 
this is fully developed." 

 
THE THREE COUNTIES SHOWGROUND - FUN LIFE 
The Three Counties Showground is delighted to be hosting a NEW event this summer called Fun Life and to celebrate 
the launch they are running a competition to design the official event poster. The Fun Life Festival will be a fun-packed 
day out for children aged between 3 to 13 years old and their families. They are planning to have a range of activities 
such as sports, outdoor games, animals and nature activities. 
  
They have a wonderful prize up for grabs, which includes a family ticket to the event as well as a £100 Amazon voucher.  
Details of the competition are attached and further information can be found via their website at: 
https://www.threecounties.co.uk/news/fun-life-festival-childrens-poster-competition-launches/ 
 

https://www.threecounties.co.uk/news/fun-life-festival-childrens-poster-competition-launches/

