
Year 6 Knowledge Organiser
Science
Evolution
Learning about how 
evolution...

Key Vocabulary:

Off spring:

The young animal or plant produced by the 

reproduction of that species.

Inheritance:

The characteristics that are passed on to off-spring 

from their parents

Variations:

The differences between individuals within a species

Characteristics or the distinguishing features or 

qualities that are specific to a species

Adaption, 

A trait changing to increase a living things chances 

of survival

Habitat: 

A specific area or place in which particular animals 

and plants can live

Environment:

An area that contains many habitats and includes 

areas where there are both living and non living 

things

natural selection, 

The process where organisms that are better 

adapted to their environment tend to survive and 

produce more off-spring

Fossil:

The remains or imprint of a prehistoric plant of 

animal, embedded in rock and preserved

Adaptive traits:

Genetic features that help a living thing to survive

Inherited traits:

The traits that one gets from parents.

What I should already know:

• What a fossil is and how they were 

formed (linked to Y3 scientific work).

• Living things change over a period of 

a time.

• Famous scientists that have existed in 

the past.

Exciting Books and Useful Links:

Books:

Moth by Isabel Thomas

What Mr Darwin Saw by Nick Manning

On the Origin of Species by Sabina Radeva

Links:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvc

w/articles/z9qs4qt

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvc

w

What I need to know:
• Recognise that living things have 

changed over time and that fossils 

provide information about living things 

that inhabited the Earth millions of years 

ago.

• Recognise that living things produce 

offspring of the same kind, but normally 

offspring vary and are not identical to 

their parents.

• Identify how animals and plants are 

adapted to suit their environment in 

different ways and that adaptation may 

lead to evolution.

• Darwin’s theory of evolution.

Project Question:

How have humans evolved over 

the course of time?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/z9qs4qt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw

