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7th May 2021 
 

Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart  
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community 

 

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives  
'Anything is possible, we can all succeed' 

Providing enriching experiences to foster aspiration 
'To inspire … To aspire' 

 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13) 

 

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE 
 

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that sufferings produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope. 

Romans 3:4 

 
THRILLING THURSDAY (Wear a Number) 
On Thursday, the whole school embraced the number theme by coming to school with a variety of wonderful numeric 
themed clothing. There were so many creative ways of wearing numbers and we would like to thank parents for their 
support with this. We had a very exciting day taking part in all sorts of number activities. Not only did we do many 
maths challenges but we also were able to squeeze numbers into lots of other subjects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY (12th May) 
Next week will be ‘Wonderful Wednesday.’ We are going to have a day celebrating 'The Arts' with activities in drama, 
arts, music and dance. Children are invited to dress as their favourite character from a book, TV or film or in rainbow 
colours. 
 
HOLIDAYS DURING TERM TIME 
May we please remind parents that the Government appeals to parents not to take their children out of school during 
term time. The Governors of the school support this and have decided that students will only be given permission to 
take leave in term time if there are exceptional circumstances. Our key priority is to ensure that all children are as 
successful as possible and are able to achieve their full potential.  We hope that you are able to support this and in line 
with the Local Authority and Government policy, any leave should be restricted to the 13 weeks school holidays. 
 
If you need to request leave in term time for your child, a Pupil Absence Request form MUST be completed and this can 
be emailed to you upon request. 
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS (FSM) APPLICATION PROCESS 
This summer Worcestershire Children's First (WCF) are introducing an electronic process for managing free school meal 
applications. This will improve the service for parents/carers to apply and remove a lot of paper from the system, 
helping the environment. Moving to the new online system will provide parents/carers with the ability to make an 
application securely and to receive an immediate answer about eligibility and will reduce the need for schools to assist 
with the parent’s application. This can be accessed via the following website, using the same username and password 
that you would have used to apply for a place at the school: 
 

https://emsi.worcestershire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en 
 
If eligible, a code will be issued which you should give to the school to enable your child(ren) to be able to access free 
school meals and any other FSM/Pupil Premium incentives your school has to offer. 
 
If your child is currently in receipt of free school meals, WCF would also like you to re-apply using the new system. This 
will mean that you will get the benefits of using the new system. Protected Free School Meals status will be maintained, 
so there will be no loss of eligibility if your child is currently in receipt of FSM. 
 
HANDWASHING 
This week throughout school, we have been focusing on the importance of handwashing 
and our responsibility to keep ourselves and others healthy. It is now more important 
than ever to ensure children fully understand the importance of regular handwashing 
with soap for 20 seconds– not just during the pandemic, but also as part of their daily 
routine. 
 
Unilever Lifebuoy is the world’s leading health soap, and for over 100 years, Lifebuoy has 
promoted better hygiene habits across the world. This year, Lifebuoy is bringing a 
national handwashing behaviour initiative as approved by the Royal Society for Public 
Health (RSPH), intending to make hand-washing fun and help pupils understand why it is 
so important.  
 
We have been lucky enough to be given a hand gel for each child in school, which they will be bringing home with them 
today. It is said that it takes 21 days for something to become a habit.  Also attached is a leaflet for parents and a 
handwashing calendar.  If any child would like to participate in this, print off the chart, fill it in and once completed send 
it into school to Mrs Gabriel and they will receive a 'Soaper Hero' Certificate. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK - 10th to 16th MAY 
Mental Health Awareness Week takes place from 10th to 16th May, and provides a great opportunity for primary 
schools to normalise the discussion of mental health and wellbeing amongst pupils and staff. 
 
The theme for this year’s week is ‘nature’. Recent National Trust research found a link between feeling connected to 
nature and having improved wellbeing.  To promote this, within school we will participate in some outdoor activities to 
promote a connection with nature.  Here are some ideas you may like to try at home: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

https://emsi.worcestershire.gov.uk/CitizenPortal_LIVE/en
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CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING 
 

THE MOORINGS 
This week The Moorings have had a super duper time out and about exploring the field on a bug hunt! We found all 
sorts of creepy crawlies, and discovered that Forest School was the best place to find them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We also want to say a big well done to Austin. Austin built this amazing farm with the Duplo; he even included a garage 
for the cars and different pens for all the animals. Great job, Austin!  

 
RIVER ROOM 

This week River Room have been learning about Honeybees! We tasted 
some yummy honey and loved it so much that we decided to have it on 
our toast for snack. We have also made a bee garden to grow some 
lovely flowers for the bees to enjoy. We are hoping we might see a bee 
do the bee wiggle dance on one of our flowers! 
 

NURSERY 
We have had an exciting week in Nursery. Our story was 'Monkey Puzzle' and we have been 
thinking about animals that live in the jungle and their young. We were also pleased to welcome 
our 'class caterpillars' that we are looking forward to watching grow! 

 
We enjoyed taking part in number games and activities as part of 'Thrilling 
Thursday' including making numbers from playdough and decorating numbers 
1 to 5 
 
 

RECEPTION 
Reception Class have had a brilliant week exploring the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar. They have completed some 
FANTASTIC list writing all about the things the caterpillar ate in the story; their writing blew Miss Adamson's socks off! 
For number day, we went on a number hunt to find and create numbers with our natural environment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
YEAR ONE 
We played many number games like 4-in-a-row, snakes and ladders and doubling and halving. Miss Lacon made us a 
number treasure hunt, which was lots of fun. In PE, we made groups of numbers and human arrays using our bodies to 
make columns and rows. 
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YEAR TWO 
We have been describing characters from the Pie Corbett story 'Dragonory'. We have looked at how 
we can best describe a Dragon and what features it has.  
 
Finley did an amazing poster with a description of the Dragon.  
 
 
 
 

YEAR THREE 
This week Year 3 have enjoyed finishing their work on fractions. We 
have been exploring what happens when you add and subtract. In 
science, we have been learning about what each part of a plant does 
and how it is important to the life cycle of all plants. We had great fun 
on Thursday trying to create stories that built up in sentences from one 
word up to 10 words. It was quite tricky but the children persevered 
and did a great job. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
YEAR FOUR 
It has been a busy week in Class 4. They have continued their learning all about 
SPIES, they have written some fantastic letters of application for Upton Spy School 
and they are waiting for a response from Agent Wispa! They have been designing 
and advertising their own spy gadget creations and have begun making their own 
spy bugs!  
 
 

 
 
YEAR FIVE 
We have examined the position of the planets at this point in time and created orreries of them, which 
show where each planet is in relation to the others.  Great fun to make! 
 
 
YEAR SIX 
This week in science, Year 6 have begun to look at adaptation, using studies by Charles Darwin. 
 
Their focus was on the finches found in the Galapagos island, using a variety of ‘beaks’ they explored how the beaks of 
finches have adapted over time depending on the food supply available on their island location    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 
Roblox is a global platform where millions of people gather every day to imagine, create, and share experiences with 
each other in immersive, user-generated 3D worlds. All the online games you see on the platform have been built by 
members of the Roblox community for members of the Roblox community. Please see the attached National Online 
Safety factsheet for further information about Roblox. 
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SPEECH AND LANGUAGE 
Years 1 and 2 are working on their listening skills using the ‘Teaching Children to Listen’ programme.  Here is a listening 
game to play at home with younger children:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills, please phone or email the school office 
(office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk), and I will call you back on my next visit into school.  You can also contact me 
directly on 01562 752749.             Keren Somers (Speech and Language Therapist) 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 
SEVERN ARTS MUSIC AWARD 
Music lessons are a great way to build confidence, social networks and musical talent, but we know that not all families 
can afford the full costs.  From now, families can apply for a 'Severn Arts Music Award' to be used from September 
2021.  This will provide £50 off the cost of music lessons each term for one year, free instrument hire (depending on 
instrument type) and free ensemble membership.    
  
Parents/carers can apply for a Music Award in the following circumstances: 
 

● Your child is eligible for Free School Meals   
● Your child is looked after (LAC) or previously looked after (PLAC), or  
● Your family is in receipt of universal credit, incapacity benefit or pension credit  

  
Only one application per child can be made and, due to limited funds, Awards will be granted on a first come first served 
basis.  If you think you may be eligible for an Award through the Severn Arts scheme and you would like to apply, please 
complete the Application for Severn Arts Music Award. Applications for Awards should be made by 7 June 2021 and 
you (and the school your child attends) will be told whether or not you will receive an Award on 23 June 2021.  
 

https://online.severnarts.org.uk/2021-application-for-severn-arts-music-award/ 
 
For further information about the Severn Arts Music Awards Scheme please visit our Help with costs page. If you have 
any queries about the scheme please contact info@severnarts.org.uk. 

https://online.severnarts.org.uk/2021-application-for-severn-arts-music-award/
https://online.severnarts.org.uk/2021-application-for-severn-arts-music-award/
https://www.severnarts.org.uk/Pages/FAQs/Category/help-with-costs
mailto:info@severnarts.org.uk

