
17th November 2021

Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives
'Anything is possible, we can all succeed'

Providing enriching experiences to foster aspiration
'To inspire … To aspire'

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13)

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Matthew 6:21

CHILDREN IN NEED
We have celebrated a sparkling day in support of Children in Need. The school council voted to hold a competition to see
which class could raise the most money and win a mini disco. Each class has had a super day with a variety of different
activities and the atmosphere throughout the school has been sparkly all day! This has been a successful event and we
raised a total of £813.51 for this charity.

Thank you to all of you for the support. Thank you also to Mrs Malpass and the school
council for all their hard work that this day involved.

OPEN EVENING
We would like to invite parents and carers of children who will be four before 31st August 2022 to our open evening on
WEDNESDAY 1st DECEMBER 2021. There will be a welcome and two presentations (4.00pm and 4.30pm) by the
Headteacher, Mrs Julie Wills, followed by a tour of our school. Places are limited, due to current Covid restrictions, and
must be booked in advance via the following booking form link: https://bit.ly/3ovyDiE

ARRIVING AT SCHOOL CHANGES
Please be aware the procedures for children arriving at school each morning (mornings only) are going to be through
the main gate. Collection arrangements at the end of the day remain unchanged. Please see the email sent earlier today
for further details.

IMPORTANT TRAFFIC INFORMATION - ROAD CLOSURE
Minge Lane will be closed from Friday 26th November up to Friday 3rd December. The information we have received is
that Court Street and Dunns Lane will have stop/go boards. During this closure we would recommend that parents find
alternative parking (e.g. Rugby Club car park and walk through the alleyway by Church to the school). Could we please
ask that you ensure you leave adequate time during drop-off/pick-up during this road closure.

https://bit.ly/3ovyDiE


STAFF UPDATE AND CURRENT VACANCIES
We were sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Julie Oliver today and would like to wish her all the best in
her new job.

We have the following vacancies in our school and full details and application packs can be
found either on our website https://uptonprimaryschool.education/vacancies/ or via emailing
the school office:

● Cleaner
● Children's Lunchtime Supervisor

CO-OP LOCAL COMMUNITY FUND
Today Mrs Moroni took some Year 5 and 6 children to sing at the Baptist
Church. Ruth Etheridge from the Co-op presented the children with a
fantastic cheque from money raised through the Co-op's Local Community
Fund. This will be donated to the school's Friends Association to benefit
the school. The children sang to a group of about 30 people who loved
hearing them sing so cheerfully and they were rewarded with chocolate
biscuits and a drink for their work.

The children who took part in this today also came to church to sing on Sunday at the Remembrance Service and, on
both occasions, they represented our school in our local community brilliantly. Mrs Moroni was very proud of them all!
Thank you to Jen Rowberry who helped with this.

GOVERNOR'S SCHOOL DISCO
On Thursday 16th December, the school Governors would like to host a Christmas Disco for all school pupils. This will be
an opportunity to celebrate the Christmas season, have some fun and say a big thank you to everyone for all of the
fabulous fundraising that has been achieved through our school in the recent weeks. It will be FREE and each child will
be given a goody bag.

Governors and staff will be there to look after the children and there will be a drop off and pick up system in place for all
parents to follow (further details to be provided).

● Reception & KS1 Disco: 5.30pm to 6.15pm
● KS2 Disco: 6.30pm - 7.30pm

We are delighted to share Place2Be's newest website – Parenting Smart – a free online
resource featuring practical advice and tried-and-tested tips for parents and carers of primary
age children.

Parenting Smart is:
● Created by Place2Be’s parenting experts
● Based on evidence and our experience of working with children and families
● Designed with busy parents in mind, with short videos and articles

Topics range from meltdowns to friendship difficulties, from anxiety to the transition to secondary school and further information
can be found at https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk

Place2be is a charity that supports children's mental health and wellbeing and their new website is easy to use and has a wide range
of videos and articles about ways in which we can support our children through tricky times.

FAMILY HUB
Attached with this newsletter is a parental information leaflet via the family hub for the early help website:
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20643/the_family_hub

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING

NURSERY
Do you know this week is World Nursery Rhyme Week? To celebrate, we have been singing our favourite rhymes and
taking part in lots of 'hands-on' activities. Mrs Ash Marriott popped in to see us and to show and share with us her

https://uptonprimaryschool.education/vacancies/
https://edu15.sprintsend.co.uk/b2/el.php?SID=34751&STATID=8&LID=20&FID=H
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/?utm_source=Sprint1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=parenting-smart
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20643/the_family_hub


family's Diwali stories and party outfits. We learned what a sari was, and also how to put one on. Jo was our model! We
have also been thinking about Weddings and Christenings. We have made invitations, created a papier mache wedding
cake and even built a recycled materials church and held our very own wedding for Ken and Barbie! A big 'thank you' to
all our families for sharing your wonderful photos and memories of your very special wedding and christening
celebrations.

RECEPTION
In Reception we have been carrying on our theme of celebrations. We have focused on
birthdays and weddings. The children have enjoyed creating a bouquet for the scarecrow's
wedding and have carried this on in forest school making sure that they use all of the
beautiful autumnal leaves. We had a great time dressing up in our sparkly clothes for
Children in Need and have created spotty patterns with pom poms and paint. We have also
had great fun making rice krispie cakes.

YEAR ONE
This week Year 1 have been doing some fantastic learning around their transport work.
They have also been looking at counting backwards and some children have made real
steps forward with this, which is hugely encouraging - remember we have a growth
mindset and everyone can do mathematics!

YEAR TWO
This week Year 2 have begun a project in DT about wheels and axles. First we designed a Lego car to be really solid and
fast. We will then progress to the building stages and then the testing stage using ramps and measuring the distance
they travel. Finally we will evaluate our work. The children are learning all about how different sized wheels impact the
speed of the car.

YEAR THREE
We have had the glockenspiels out this week and played parts of simple tunes we know on them. The children learned
to hold the beaters correctly and tried out different melodies that sounded lovely throughout the classroom.



YEAR FOUR
Year 4 have been learning all about Boudicca this week. They have written some brilliant rallying speeches and read
them out using their super performance skills – lots of emotion and enthusiasm. We have been multiplying and dividing
by 10 and 100 this week in Maths and Class 4 have worked really hard on this topic.

We have been continuing our gymnastics in indoor PE and the
children have created some wonderful partner balances using
the equipment and have even considered symmetry! We have
also been learning our Roman song ‘Just like a Roman’ and the
children are learning all the actions and singing beautifully!

YEAR FIVE
This week Year 5 have explored Anglo Saxon Village Life by being involved in role play and using their imaginations to
artistically interpret their understanding of this place in time. We have developed our division and multiplication
knowledge too by working through methods to spot mathematical patterns and we looked at lever systems with lego
men too!

YEAR SIX
During this week. year 6 have continued to learn about the experiences of people within WW2, with a focus on
evacuees. As part of their work, they researched the experiences of evacuees, as well as using drama techniques to role
play what it would have been like to have been a Jew wearing a Star of David. The work they produced was stunning.

FAMILY VIDEO GAME DATABASE
As we continue to prioritise the importance of e-safety, we want to inform you of the latest information, to help you
make informed choices to ensure children are happy and healthy using electronic devices. ‘Taming Gaming’ is a superbly
informative website, endorsed by many teachers, which promotes ‘safe gaming’. On the website you can learn about the
suitability, dangers and information about a huge amount of games that are available to children.

There are also ways to search for ‘family games’ and games that help develop areas of learning too. There is also a book
with the same title by the creator Andy Robertson, who has been helping families get more from video games for fifteen
years. He has written for the Guardian and Forbes, been a broadcaster for the BBC, and now runs the YouTube channel
FamilyGamerTV, which boasts 460k subscribers. @GeekGamerDad youtube.com/familygamertv Please check out to see
its full potential: https://www.taminggaming.com/

https://www.taminggaming.com/


SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Games are a great way to develop social skills and turn-taking – here is another one for this weekend:

If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills, please phone or email the school office, and I will call
you back on my next visit to school.  You can also contact me directly on 01562 752749.
Keren Somers (Speech and Language Therapist)


