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21st January 2022

Upton-upon-Severn CofE Primary, Nursery and Pre School and Riverboats SureStart
Children’s Centre, working together to support the local community

Our School Vision is to offer inspiration to young lives
'Anything is possible, we can all succeed'

Providing enriching experiences to foster aspiration
'To inspire … To aspire'

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Philippians 4:13)

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

Honour your father and mother and you shall love your neighbour as yourself

Matthew 19:19

SPIRITUALITY
During the last two years we have managed many changes to our daily lives and
routines. As we appear to be coming through the difficult restrictions caused by
Covid there is a more positive outlook ahead. Our children have responded well
to the impact of the changes in the education delivery and now as we come to
the end of January we are hoping that the latest restrictions will be steadily
lifted. As a Church school, we focus on the spirituality of our environment and
school and are looking at ways to develop the essence of spirituality throughout
our daily lives. The value for this term is respect and each class has been
focussing on how we can respect each other and we will also be focussing on
respecting our environment over the coming weeks. If, during the weekend you
visit anywhere in the Upton area or further afield, that gives you a sense of
spirituality or calmness, can we ask that you take a photograph and we will start
to build ourselves a bank of wonderful Upton pictures.

Our bell boating adventures are always a special time and as we are based by the River Severn it is wonderful to reflect
on the spiritual tranquillity that comes from time on the water.

RESPECT OUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
I have been notified this week that members of our school community are potentially
parking within the areas designated for the diabled parking in the car park opposite
our school. This makes parking a challenge for those who rely on access to the diabled
spaces. Can we please respect the fact that these are disabled parking spaces and
should only be used by those people who have a disability badge, which must be
displayed at all times when using disabled parking. Thank you for your support in this
matter.

SCHOOL VACANCIES
We currently have the following vacancies within our school:

● Children's lunchtime supervisor - 10 hours a week Monday to Friday, term time only.
● Clerk to Governors

Further information an application forms can be found on our website:
https://uptonprimaryschool.education/vacancies/ or by emailing the school office:
office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk. When emailing in, please indicate in the subject line which vacancy you are
interested in.

https://uptonprimaryschool.education/vacancies/
mailto:office@uptonuponsevern.worcs.sch.uk
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INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLING - RAISING FUNDS FOR SCHOOL
We have joined up with Recycle4Charity who recycle printer ink cartridges (not toner or
laser cartridges) to raise vital funds to support schools. Have a hunt around your homes
and if you have any ink cartridges for recycling, these can be deposited in the recycling
box in the school's Reception lobby area.

1 MINUTE MATHS FOR RECEPTION AND KS1
A great app has just been released by White Rose Maths to help with building fluency for infant children which
promotes the skills of subitising (recognising quantities under 5 instantly); addition and subtraction. This app is
available for apple (https://apps.apple.com/us/app/1-minute-maths/id1584136366) and android devices
(https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whiterosemaths.oneminutemathsks1) and has many
excellent benefits. When the one minute’s up, the questions are automatically marked and presented on a
breakdown screen, giving instant feedback on how they’ve done. If they’re struggling with a question, a
‘Hint’ button reformats the question as a familiar manipulative display that mirrors the approaches used in
the White Rose Maths learning pathway that we also use in school.

It's benefits include:
1. Excellent practice – and no distractions from any ads.
2. A clear, intuitive process that children pick up straight away.
3. No login or internet access needed. Just download and play.
4. Enjoyable and motivating… How many can they get correct in one minute?
5. Helpful hints match those used in class.
6. Brilliant for building number fluency and confidence.
7. The mobile app is completely FREE!

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING

NURSERY
In Nursery this week, children have been busy creating beautiful artwork that is
now being showcased proudly on our Noah's Ark display. To continue to deepen
our knowledge and understanding of the number 1-4, children made cakes and
added the matching number of candles. To finish the week, we went on a
winter's walk to find where animals live.

RECEPTION
Reception have been busy looking at minibeasts this week, we have been
thinking about how they move, what they look like and how many legs they
have. We have tried to rescue the treasure from the spider's web and by
freeing it from the ice and then using our fine motor skills to carefully
remove it without disturbing the spider or its web. We have enjoyed using
our indoor and outdoor spaces to further our learning.

YEAR ONE
Year 1 have had a fantastic week. In computing we have explored how to
paint on the computer, in phonics we have been playing loads of fun games
such as ‘splat the word’ and ‘roll and read’ and we have looked at what an
adjective is and how we can use them in our writing. The children have also
been learning a new song in music! Year 1 had a great week filled with loads
of fun and laughter.

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/1-minute-maths/id1584136366
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whiterosemaths.oneminutemathsks1
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YEAR TWO
This week year 2 learnt about the Inuit people of the Arctic and how they
survive in extreme temperatures. We created polar bear fact files and made
seals from clay.

In maths we learnt all about division which is a very tricky concept. We also
finished off our DT work and created our model cars using wheels and axles.
The children really enjoyed making the cars and seeing if they could re-create
their designs.

YEAR THREE
Year 3 are reading about the tiny people in The Minpins book and so we
made new homes for them to live in. Each group made a whole home for
a family of Minpins inside a box lid, complete with miniature fixtures and
fittings. The children loved the activity, they worked well together and it
was great to hear them praising each other's creations.

YEAR FOUR
In year 4 we have been busy making our papier-mâché volcanoes. We will paint them next week
and then “erupt” them the week after. We have now finished our multiplication unit in maths and
are moving on to division. In English, we are continuing to base our work on ’The Firework
Maker’s Daughter’. We have used wonderful descriptions in our creation of a brand new firework
and looked at interesting ways to start sentences.

Our indoor PE is dance this half term. We finished our lion dances (using music from Carnival of the Animals) and will
now begin choreographing volcano dances.

YEAR FIVE
This week some Year 5 children have been helping do some socialisation training with Teddy and here
are some of their comments:

"Teddy is an incredibly responsive dog and is so cuddly and cute. We played fetch with him and as a
reward we gave him a treat!"

"Teddy and us went outside to play with his ball and we would offer him a treat and he would drop it."

YEAR SIX
This week in year 6 we continued our work on Greta Thumberg. We talked
about the Friday protests and what they would have been like. We created
our own protest placards using pieces of card that would have otherwise been
recycled. The results were fantastic and we received many lovely comments
from the school community.

THE MOORINGS
During After school club, Jason and Ethan made a huge tower of 102 bricks which
measured 3 1/2 metres tall. Lots of great mathematical language was used.
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SPEECH AND LANGUAGE - More things to do on rainy weekends-singing!
Sing together and learn the words to a song together. For younger ones it can be nursery rhymes, but pop songs can also

work well. Learning songs involves listening, memory, taking turns as well as learning new words while you sing.

If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills, please phone or email the school office, and I will call
you back on my next visit to school. You can also contact me directly on 01562 752749. Keren Somers (Speech and
Language Therapist)

COMMUNITY NOTICES


