
17th February 2022

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.

Matthew 7:25

We would like to wish you all a happy and safe half-term and
to see you all back in school on Monday 28th February

As we come to the end of our half term, it has been lovely to see some sunny days, which fill us with
hope. The weather forecast for the next few days is not that positive but we hope it does not impact
your half term break.

As we have worked through our value for this term of 'Respect' and there have been some moments
where the children have shown the true understanding and meaning behind the word. There have also
been some interesting times during this half term as we managed the increasing numbers of covid cases
that have impacted all primary schools. Hopefully we will return for the second half of the spring term
fit, vibrant and healthy. Our positivity has been shining through and as we see signs of Spring, we are
reminded of what a beautiful location our school is set in. If over half term you get a moment, do not
forget to admire the tranquillity and peace the river can offer us. If your children can think of some
words to describe how they feel as they look at the views of either the river (or any other special place
they may visit over the half term break) please get them to email the office. We can then use these for
our newsletter on the first week back.

PARENTS EVENINGS
Parents evenings will be taking place during the week commencing Monday 14th March and will be via video. We will be using the
Teachers2Parents booking system for these parents' evenings and a letter with full details is attached to this newsletter. The booking
link will be sent out during the first week back after half-term, with bookings to be made by Monday 7th March .

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY - What Parents Need to Know about Wink
Over the last few weeks we have been drawing your attention to a variety of social media apps that are not age appropriate for
primary school children. We would like to remind you again that there are age restrictions on all social media apps for very specific
reasons. Children in primary school have not developed their depth of understanding from an emotional understanding to managing
the complexities of social media discussion platforms. There is another app that has recently been causing issues which we would
like to ensure you are aware of and recommend that you follow the age recommendation age restriction attached to this app.

Wink’s description on the App Store and Google Play does state that the networking app “is for friendships only”, although more
worldly readers may consider that a rather feeble deterrent. The app launched in 2020, and there has already been at least one
criminal trial resulting from an adult meeting up with a minor who they befriended through Wink.

The app requires users to be at least 13 – but with an absence of effective age verification, there is nothing to stop someone younger
from simply entering a fake date of birth. Children occasionally connect with strangers online simply to increase their friend count,
which is just one of potential risks highlighted in our #WakeUpWednesday guide to Wink. Please see the attached information sheet
for further details on this app.



CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING

NURSERY
In Nursery this week, the children have been finishing off all of our focus work on
amazing animals as well as celebrating all our special people and decorating a
love biscuit. To end the topic, we enjoyed an animal tea party that Noah had
arranged and he even left a soft toy for the children to take home on Thursday.

RECEPTION
Reception had another fun packed week with our topic of animals. We didn’t let
the rain stop us having fun outside at the beginning of the week and have
continued to have lots of fun. We have gone back over all the books we have
used this term and recapped the activities that we have used to progress our
learning. It has been lovely to see the children becoming more independent and
choosing to write more complex sentences by choice. Another great half term
and I am looking forward to next term.

YEAR ONE
What a busy week we have had in Year 1. The three little pigs came to visit for Maths and we
have been detectives and solved riddles in phonics while recapping our split digraphs. For
English we have been creating poems about our houses and homes using prepositions and
adventurous word choices. One of our favourite moments was the big reveal this morning of
our 'Colourful Collage Tigers' in celebration of Chinese Lunar New Year 2022.

YEAR TWO
Love was certainly in the air in year 2 this week. The children had a lovely Valentines learning
all about the traditions and creating cards for special people. We were really lucky to end our
polar topic with some special photos which were sent to us directly from the Arctic. Ezra
Barnsley’s sister is currently on holiday there and the class gave her a list of questions to
answer. She sent pictures of huskies, igloo buildings and The Northern Lights, to name but a
few.

YEAR THREE
Year 3 made puppets for our shadow puppet theatres this week and
experimented with how to alter the size of the shadow by moving the light
source (a torch) nearer or further away. We had fantastic results! We also
experimented with different coloured overlays, finding out what happened
when we combined red, blue and green overlays on torches, shining the
colours together.

YEAR FOUR
This week in Year 4 we finally erupted the volcanoes. They were amazing! We especially liked
the volcano that spewed the lava at least two metres into the air. Thankfully we were all at a
safe distance and only Mrs Clements got covered in the mixture of vinegar, bicarbonate of
soda, red food colouring and washing up liquid. In maths we have continued our fractions
topic and have focused on equivalent fractions. In English we explored performance poetry.
We created our own poems and used our best acting skills to perform them. We completed
our ‘Extreme Earth’ topic by investigating tornadoes, looking how they are formed and the
destruction they can cause.

YEAR FIVE
During PSHE we have been thinking about our futures, we discussed how some people might know
exactly what they want in their futures, however it is fine to not know at this stage too! We talked
about the importance of jobs in today’s society and we posed the question ‘is a job important?
Why?’ which provoked some great discussion within the classroom. We have also looked at air
resistance with paper planes and revisited equivalent fractions using water as a measuring tool
which helped lots of the class get a new level of understanding.



YEAR SIX
We have had a great deal of fun this week in Year 6. The children
have embedded their learning of Word Aware words covered for the
half term through playing a series of games. These games prove
invaluable in identifying how secure the class are in the words and
their meaning as well as providing a great deal of fun.

Year 6 have also made phenomenal progress in understanding algebra in Maths work, having the confidence to work out the values
of x through a series of calculations. Finally, for the last activity in our survivors topic, the children created maps of the classroom
area and then created their own orienteering courses, using punches when correct places were located.

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Here is a fun listening game for the holidays!

If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills, please phone or email the school office, and I will call you back on
my next visit to school.  You can also contact me directly on 01562 752749. Keren Somers (Speech and Language Therapist)

COMMUNITY NOTICES


