
Year 6 Knowledge Organiser
Geography     Rivers

Key Vocabulary:
Tributary a river or stream flowing into a larger river or 

lake.

Meander (of a river or road) follow a winding course.

Source a place where the river begins its journey

Oxbow lake a curved lake formed from a horseshoe bend 

in a river where the main stream has cut across the 

narrow end and no longer flows around the loop of the 

bend.

Gorge a narrow valley between hills or mountains, 

typically with steep rocky walls and a stream running 

through it.

Marsh an area of low-lying land which is flooded in wet 

seasons or at high tide, and typically remains 

waterlogged at all times

River mouth a river mouth is where a river flows into a 

larger body of water, such as another river, a 

lake/reservoir, a bay/gulf, a sea, or an ocean

Rapids a fast-flowing and turbulent part of the course of 

a river.

Delta a river delta is a landform created by deposition of 

sediment that is carried by a river as the flow leaves its 

mouth and enters slower-moving or stagnant water

Port a town or city with a harbour or access to navigable 

water where ships load or unload

What I should already know:

• That the River Severn flows from Mid 
Wales through Upton and joins the 
Bristol Channel.

• Flooding occurs when there is a deluge 
of water, with the water having no 
place to go, but onto fields and 
surrounding areas.

Exciting Books and Useful Links:

Books:

Song of the Dolphin Boy – Elizabeth Laird

Rescues – David Long

Links:
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/top-
10-facts/top-10-facts-about-rivers/

What I need to know:
The source of the River Severn is 
in Plynlimon (Wales)

The River Severn is 354km long

During the floods of 2007 Upton 
upon Severn became an island 
due to flooding

The pros and cons of flood 
barriers.

Project Question:

Do flood barriers have a positive impact?


