
11th March 2022

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good, and blessed is he who trusts in the Lord.
Proberts 16:20

TRUST
Trust is our value for this term. Each week we have had to put trust in others so that
we are able to succeed with our own goals. The children had to put trust in each other
in a great activity with Reverend Sue; as they guided each other about the hall in pairs,
like a guide dog - it was great to see our teamwork ethos come through with our value
for the term so superbly.

With the second part of the Spring term well and truly underway, we are seeing some
great learning happening throughout the classes. The children are all focussed on their
geography topics at the moment and are learning about the world they live in. Please
look at our ‘celebrations of learning’ area to see work from the different classes: from
our Early Years team in woodland workshop through to the depths of our oceans and
learning above sea level about countries all over the world! We look forward to
celebrating our links with Africa in the coming weeks too.

RED NOSE DAY - FRIDAY 18th MARCH 2022
The school council have met and opted for a ‘wear something red’ day on next Friday 18th March
for a donation. Red Nose Day is about what we can do to help people live free from poverty,
violence and discrimination. This includes funding organisations that are supporting people right
now in Ukraine, and those attempting to cross the border.

RIVERBOATS HOLIDAY CLUB
Following a period of monitoring and looking at the financial feasibility of the Riverboats Holiday Club, the school's
Governing Body have taken the decision to suspend these for the foreseeable future. We understand that this may
impact working parents and we are happy to support and work with our families to find an alternative provision locally if
requested.

HELP OUR SCHOOL ADMIN TEAM
Our school admin team are essential for the effective and efficient running of our school. In order to keep our records up
to date please inform the school office, in writing, of any changes to the following:

● Address
● Telephone numbers
● Emergency contacts
● Medical/Medications (any medications held in school must be in date).
● Allergies



Absences
We kindly ask that you work in partnership with us in notifying the school of the reason for your child’s absence and
would ask that the following protocols are adhered to:

● If your child is absent due to illness please call 01684 592259 before 9.00am and leave a message on the
absence line 'Option 1' - this is available 24/7. Contact will be made to any parents/carers where an absence
message has not been received.

● When your child returns to school after their sickness absence, please send a written note/email giving details of
absence.

These are Local Education Authority and DfE requirements which we have to follow.

Holiday Requests
As you may be aware the Government has renewed appeals to parents to not take their children out of school during
term time. The Governors of the school support this and have decided that students will only be given permission to
take holidays in term time if there are exceptional circumstances. Therefore, should you need to request your child to be
absent, other than for sickness, a request is to be made via the following form:
https://schoolwork.space/T/DC2ZcsLjpwe0yfla8x

Early Pick-up Requests/Changes to any normal collection arrangements
Please ensure that a member of the school's admin team is made aware if you need to collect your child early or if there
are any changes to their going home arrangements, e.g. going home with an adult who is not a part of the normal
pick-up routine. Messages in home liaison books or that are left with the teacher are not always passed onto the admin
team due to teaching time constraints, and by informing the admin team they can also help support the class team to
ensure all the children are in the right place at the right time, should a change of routine be necessary.

DEPUTY HEAD APPOINTMENT
We are pleased to inform you that, following a successful interview process, a Deputy Head has been appointed to start
after the Easter break. A letter giving further information on this appointment will be sent out next week after their
replacement has been appointed at their current school. In order to be equitable and respectful to both communities,
this letter will be jointly timed with their current school so that the message can be shared at the same time.

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING

NURSERY
In nursery this week, we had the opportunity to explore the
woodland area in our wellie Wednesday session. We found many
bugs hiding in different homes in and around the woods. We brought
the outdoors in and exercised our cutting skills making beautiful
paper flowers.

RECEPTION
Reception have had a fun packed week thinking about the story of The
Enormous Turnip. We have sequenced the story and thought about
describing the characters. While thinking about numbers, we have been
creating flower patterns with repeated patterns and making flower petals
with certain numbers of spots on. We have also been looking at the idea
of adding and using the + and = signs correctly. We have continued to
show Mrs Johnson our amazing writing skills and have started to use tricky
words and our phase 3 sounds more in our work.

YEAR ONE
Class 1 have had a great week. As part of our Amazing Africa topic, we have been
looking at the seven continents. We used Google Earth to explore the different
countries in Africa. We were able to locate lots of different countries! In R.E, we
have been learning about Holy Week. We created handprint palms to represent
Palm Sunday.



YEAR TWO
This week year 2 have delved into the deep blue sea and created our own underwater
worlds. From this, we then wrote about them and used them to form the basis of some
rhyming poetry.

In science we have looked at the suitability of different materials for printing. This was
great fun but a little messy!

YEAR THREE
Our indoor PE this half term is focusing on the gym. We are developing our jumping
skills and can jump with tucking knees in, jumping on and off benches with one or two
feet. It sounds simple, but it is developing our balance skills effectively to hold steady
poses.

YEAR FOUR
We have had another busy week in year 4. We created some beautiful
descriptive writing about "The Kapok Tree", using expanded noun phrases,
similes and metaphors. In geography, we compiled our own rainforest
weather reports and then presented them to the class, using weather
symbols and a map. We are nearing the end of our fractions work in maths
and are looking forward to moving on to decimals next week. In science, we
have been looking at classifying vertebrates using a classification key.

YEAR FIVE
Our work this term is focussing on Fair Trade. The class have thought hard about what
‘trade’ means in a global and local sense and have developed their knowledge around
this. Our focus in the coming weeks will move on to food and the global supply chain.
We have also been learning about kindness and how powerful this is to move each and
every person forwards. We have made fortune tellers and kindness tokens to try and
encourage each and every member of our class community to be positive; our work on
this will continue in the coming weeks. Many children have enjoyed watching how far
kindness can go: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU

YEAR SIX
Year 6 have reflected on the new value of trust this week. They have
considered the questions asked by Mr Tomkins during assembly, giving
some very mature responses. They linked the value of trust into their new
RE unit which looks at the key events of Holy Week and the sacrifices that
were made. Once again some very thoughtful and mature responses were
given, linking to the value of trust.

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY - WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT YUBO
With an estimated user-base of 50 million, Yubo (previously known as Yellow) might be the biggest social media platform
you’ve never heard of. Unless, of course, you caught last month’s Sunday Times investigation – in which an undercover
journalist posed as a 15-year-old girl on the app, receiving requests for hook-ups, demands for nude images and threats
of sexual violence.

As if that were not alarming enough, Yubo also enables strangers to watch children’s live video streams – while granting
the app access to their device’s GPS tracker reveals a young person’s exact location. This week's #WakeUpWednesday
guide has a thorough breakdown of everything that trusted adults ought to know about Yubo.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nwAYpLVyeFU


SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
After the great ‘dress as a word’ day here is another vocabulary game that you can play at home!

If you have any concerns about your child’s communication skills, please phone or email the school office, and I will call
you back on my next visit to school. You can also contact me directly on 01562 752749. Keren Somers (Speech and
Language Therapist)

COMMUNITY NOTICES


