
25th March 2022

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you.
Isaiah 26:3

AFRICA DAYS
On Monday and Tuesday the children did lots of work around the continent of
Africa. Hopefully you are aware that before the pandemic we had two teachers visit
our link school in Tanzania: the Changa Middle School. We hope to re-establish
strong links again as we move out of the pandemic.

The children thoroughly enjoyed engrossing themselves in a special text linked to Africa and devoting two whole days to
different geography and artistic activities, including some great drumming, which saw our school's topic focus brought to
life in a thoroughly memorable way. We would also like to thank the Upton Arts and Music Group for their donation to
the school which paid for the drumming sessions this week. We were delighted that all the children in school took part
and also a group of parents played in an after school workshop!

MOTHERS' DAY
This Sunday is Mothering Sunday. This event dates back to the 16th century when the word "mothering" referred to the
"mother church", which is to say the main church or cathedral. It became a tradition that, on the fourth Sunday of Lent,
people would return to their mother church for a special service. We now more commonly use it to celebrate the roles
of mothers in our lives. Our children put a lot of faith and trust in their mothers who do their upmost to support their
children through life's obstacles. We hope all the mothers reading this newsletter have a wonderful day on Sunday and
the sun continues to shine for them.

THANK YOU
We want to say 'thank you' to Jo Martin and her husband who have donated lots of flowers to brighten
up different parts of our school. This picture shows how wonderful the outdoor preschool area looks but
it has also added a great spring-time feel to many other areas of the school too. Thank you!



SUPPORT WITH MATHS LEARNING
Earlier in the year we shared with you the White Rose Maths app
to support children developing their addition and subtraction
recall skills. They have just released an update which includes
multiplication and division support for children in Years 1 and 2.
These facts are such a strong foundation for mathematics far into
their futures; we highly recommend your child practising these
and this app can really support this.

READING REMINDER
In a recent report the National Literacy Trust produced very interesting data which showed the correlation between
book ownership and literacy levels in children. We would like to encourage parents to read daily with their children and
to record this in their home school diaries. It is especially important for children to continue reading through every year
of primary school to encourage them to become lifelong readers. If you would like to read the article please follow this
link: https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/book-ownership-in-2021/

DAYLIGHT SAVING - SUNDAY 27th MARCH 2022

Reminder - Clocks go forward one hour this Sunday

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING

NURSERY
Nursery had a brilliant week exploring Africa! The children started the week off on
a high, when Tim invited us into the hall to play different African musical
instruments. Everyone listened so well to all the instructions and followed
perfectly. We also made bird feeders in the woodland area which will be a great
treat for all the birds in this lovely sunshine!

RECEPTION
Reception had an amazing few days learning all about Africa. We talked about
Tanzania and watched the story ‘How Lion got his roar from the Tinga Tanga
tales series. It has inspired us to look at Tinga Tinga Art where we painted
colourful animals and fruit from the book we have been looking at ‘Handa’s
Surprise. We have acted out the story and enjoyed learning about the fruits
that Handa and Akeyo like and compared them to our favourite fruits. We
really enjoyed the African drumming and all joined in brilliantly.

YEAR ONE
This week, we did lots of work on Africa! Year 1 were very excited to play some
instruments and African drums, they had a great time! We recreated the sunrise picture
from the book ‘One Day On Our Blue Planet…in the Savannah’ and we explored the story
‘Handa’s Hen’.

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/book-ownership-in-2021/


YEAR TWO
This week year 2 explored the world. In topic we used the Chromebooks to play
a scratch game which involved programming the virtual Bee-Bots to move
around the world to different places. We even went to Papua New Guinea!

We spent the beginning of the week looking at Africa as a continent and
identifying rivers and seas around this enormous place. We even found time to
practise our shooting skills in netball too. It has been a lovely week and the
children have really benefited from lots of outdoor time.

YEAR THREE
Year 3 really enjoyed their Africa workshops at the start of the week.
Within Science they were studying magnets and looking at the two poles;
the children were experimenting with the properties of bar magnets and
how they react with each other. In Maths the class have focussed on
perimeter and have done some of their own measuring work which has
helped their understanding of distance.

YEAR FOUR
In year 4, we enjoyed our Africa themed week. We made pastel drawings
of djembe drummers and African dancers, inspired by the work of
Gakonga. We based our English work on the book 'Why Mosquitoes Buzz in
People’s Ears'. We crafted some wonderful descriptive writing and
investigated cause and effect in the story. We researched Africa using the
internet and took part in an African drumming lesson.

YEAR FIVE
Our Africa focus at the start of the week has been a key memory from this week!
Enjoying drum workshops as well as studying and understanding how others live
thousands of miles from here has been very interesting. The class did lots of work on
working together as a team and we are hoping to see a lot of this come to fruition in
the final couple of weeks of term.

YEAR SIX
Year 6 had a wonderful time this week. They studied a traditional African story
called ‘little blue boy’ which prompted some super discussion about prejudice
and racism. They also learnt about rivers in Africa identifying their source and
river mouth as well as other interesting facts. During Tuesday afternoon the
class got to work with Tim during a fabulous drumming workshop - sharing
some of the rhythms they learnt in the celebration assembly on Wednesday.

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY - MOBILE APP
It's time to get #OnlineSafetySavvy. Children are spending more time than ever online. As
adults, we need to do everything we can to keep them safe in the digital world. But with
new apps, games and platforms emerging every day, how can you stay in the know? Say
hello to the new National Online Safety mobile application. Created by experts, developed
by us. With all online safety knowledge available at your fingertips, the NOS app empowers
parents and teachers to understand and address online safeguarding risks – any time,
anywhere. The world’s most comprehensive online safety app, it’s packed with insightful
courses, explainer videos, webinars and guides on topics that will help you protect the kids
you care about when they are online.



UPTON TOWN COUNCIL - NEW STREET PLAY AREA FUNDING
Upton Town Council are hoping to secure funding at the New Street play area in Upton-upon-Severn for the following :

a) Supply and installation of table tennis tables
b) Installation of fencing to create a pleasant and attractive area for seating and picnicking
c) Path improvements to allow safe access to all between the play area and the playing field

If you would like to see these enhancements and improvements please email: clerk@uptonuponsevern-tc.org.uk

ADULT LEARNING COURSES - HAIRDRESSER OR BEAUTICIAN
Upskilling Parents and supporting them to take steps towards new skills to improve their confidence or help them move
towards employment.
Worcestershire County Council is offering FREE courses to help guide adult learners onto the right path to becoming a
hairdresser or beautician. The Level 1 Award - Introduction to Hairdressing and Level 1 Award - Introduction to Beauty
aims to provide learners an insight into the Hair and Beauty sector, such as basic techniques and treatments done in the
salon. Upon completing these courses, learners can seek out employment as an assistant or pursue further learning at
Level 2. These courses will start on Monday 11th April at the Fairfield Centre, which is open for anyone to join, regardless
of previous qualification, with those meeting the criteria able to sign up for free. If you are interested in booking onto
the course, please go to: https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/adultlearning

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Improving children's awareness of rhyme is important because:

● Rhyme is a great way for children to have fun
with language

● Listening for rhymes helps children to be more
aware of sounds in words

● Rhyming is a really important skill for reading
and spelling

Here is a rhyming game:

If you have any concerns about your child’s
communication skills, please phone or email the
school office, and I will call you back on my next visit
to school. You can also contact me directly on 01562
752749. Keren Somers (Speech and Language
Therapist)

COMMUNITY NOTICES

mailto:clerk@uptonuponsevern-tc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@uptonuponsevern-tc.org.uk
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/adultlearning


Easter Tennis Camps 2022 - For juniors of all ages and abilities aged 4 – 16 years

Listed below are the dates for the two x4-day Easter Holiday Camps which will take place at
Manor Park Club, Albert Road North, Malvern, WR14 2TL. As before we will be following closely
all Government and LTA guidelines to keep both pupils and coaches safe and numbers will be
limited to the permitted ratio per court. All sessions will be on the outdoor acrylic courts with
potential  indoor back up if the weather is very extreme.

Follow the links below to access the online booking system to secure your child's place on whichever
week(s) you choose. There is a Priority Rate for Members of Manor Park Club.

Week 1:   Tuesday 5 April –Friday 8 April  Players aged 4 – 7 years 9.30 – 10.30 a.m.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MalvernTennisAcademy/BookCourse/c0318a91-046c-4ba7-8ff8-f90b8cec3b26

Week 2:    Monday 11 April – Thursday 14 April  Players aged 4 – 7 years 9.30 – 10.30 a.m.
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MalvernTennisAcademy/BookCourse/ab6a6755-1aa9-4050-96aa-59d9031df01e

Week 1: Tuesday 5 April – Friday 8 April Players aged 8 – 16 years 10.30 – 12.30
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MalvernTennisAcademy/BookCourse/ab9fce4e-f607-4ec2-813a-424e16b4f78e

Week 2:  Monday 11 April – Thursday 14 April  Played aged 8 – 16 years  10.30 – 12.30
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/MalvernTennisAcademy/BookCourse/d0e04c06-ea37-4337-9063-7a5143622212

Fees:
4 – 7 years:  Members Full 4-day camp £38   Daily £11; Non-Members Full 4-day camp £42, Daily £12
8 – 16 years: Members Full 4- day camp £76, Daily £22; Non-Members Full 4-day camp £84, Daily £24
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