
8th April 2022

WEEKLY BIBLE QUOTE

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.
It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

Corinthians 15:42-44

CELEBRATION OF THE SPRING TERM
As the Spring term reaches its end it is important to look back and reflect on some of the positive things that we have
experienced as we have seen the return to some 'normality'. Although we did experience a fair bit of absence amongst
both staff and children due to the Covid impact, we also welcomed the re-introduction of assemblies returning to the
hall, visitors into school, Church representatives visiting and charity events. It is the small things in school which really
bring a sense of community and allow us to work together as a whole team once again.

As we reach the end of term, we have to say goodbye to one of our 'geese' Mr Tomkins who is leaving
us today and going to take up a position as Headteacher in a Gloucestershire primary school. We have
mixed feelings on this day, clearly we are delighted that Mr Tomkins has been successful in gaining his
first headship but we are saddened that he is moving on from Upton.

He has led with quiet determination rooted in educational research and a passion for
moving education forward for all children. His love of Manchester United has caused
many a joke with the staff as has his love of all things Lego. As an avid reader, he has
inspired the children he has taught with his storytelling and passion for encouraging
children to become lifelong readers. He will be missed but he has made a lasting impact
on our school.

COMMUNITY COMPETITION LAUNCHES

There are many exciting things happening in Upton at the moment with preparations for the
forthcoming Queen's Platinum Jubilee. The community is joining together in a variety of projects and
with the building of the new petrol station and convenience store by Warners on the Hanley Road
there is a rejuvenation to that area of Upton. As a school, we are working together with all the local
organisations and as we come through the Covid pandemic we are looking forward to celebrating
some of the festivals and other local events that we enjoy so much. Below are details of two
competitions being launched by both Warners and the Baptist Church which will be done in school.

WARNERS
On Thursday, Mrs Wills welcomed visitors from the new Warners shopping complex to our assembly. Lucy Warner and
Jack Cross of Warners came along to invite the school to enter a competition for our children to take part in. They are
asking the children to design a special cake for their shop. The cake must be inspired by local producers and suppliers.
The children have already made suggestions about fruit and vegetables from the local farms around Upton which they
could use for inspiration. In school, the children will be designing special cakes and these will all be entered into a



competition. The winner of the competition will be given the very special job of attending the opening ceremony and
cutting the ribbon to the new shop. We look forward to seeing some amazing designs from the children.

BAPTIST JUBILEE CELEBRATION
Amy Wearing from the Baptist Church also joined us for our assembly Thursday and brought with
her a personalised video message from the Queen! The Queen was delighted to hear that the
children of the town are having a Jubilee street party on Sunday 5th June and invited all the
children of the school to design a place mat for the street party. The best three Jubilee placemats
will be chosen and duplicated for all the children to have at the party. Entries for this competition
will be sent home with the children for completion over Easter. Any entries can be left with the
office.

AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITY CLUBS (SUMMER - 1ST HALF-TERM)
We are delighted to once again be able to offer a selection of after school activity clubs run by the teaching staff. The
following clubs will run from Tuesday 3rd May up to Friday 27th May:

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Rounders club
Years 3 and 4
(20 children)

Choir
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

Dance club
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6

(20 children)

Construction Club
Reception and
Years 1 and 2
(20 children)

Arts and crafts
Reception and
Years 1 and 2
(20 children)

Rounders club
Years 5 and 6
(20 children)

Further details on how to book your child's place will be sent out after the Easter break.

CELEBRATIONS OF LEARNING

NURSERY
We have almost reached the end of term and what a term we had! This week has
seen the children finishing off all their Easter craft and filming our PE dance of the
very hungry caterpillar. The children used 2D shapes to create Easter chicks and
learnt all about the meaning of Easter. We had to guess what Easter things were in
the box and why we might see them at Easter time.

RECEPTION
What an amazing week to end the Spring term. Reception have been very busy this week and
produced some amazing work. There are so many things that we have done this week here are just a
few! We worked on our independent writing and challenged ourselves to attempt tricky sentences
with capital letters, full stops and very hard words that we need to use our sound buttons to help us
work out.

We had a go at creating some repeating patterns on eggs using finger painting and were amazed
at how great they looked. We have been using the puppet theatre to act out stories that we know
and make up some of our own. Mrs Johnson has encouraged us to read more on our own. She
was very impressed to see so many of us having a go. We have been painting and exploring letters
indoors and outdoors and as always enjoyed some construction. Have a great holiday everyone.

YEAR ONE
Year 1 had a great week! We have been discussing how Christians celebrate Easter. We
have been on an egg hunt! We have made Easter cards for our loved ones and we have
even made our own bird sculptures! It’s been a busy week!



YEAR TWO
Year 2 had a very exciting trip to the Sea Life Centre in Birmingham. This is the first
trip we have been able to do this year to support our topic and it was really exciting
to see some of the creatures we have learnt about. The children had a lovely day and
were particularly fascinated by the sea tunnel where we saw sharks and enormous
turtles. The children behaved impeccably and really represented our school in a
positive way. We were very lucky to have parent and governor helpers for which we
are very grateful.

YEAR THREE
The children designed and made pizzas this week - what better way to end a topic
about Italy! They kneaded, stirred, mixed and chopped to make their pizza dough
and the toppings. Of course, they also had to eat their hard work and that was just
as much fun as the making. The children had made pizza boxes and were delighted
to find their pizza actually fitted inside. Mrs Moroni would like to gratefully thank all
the adults who helped with this activity; Mrs Hollier, Mrs Hanks and Mrs Young.

YEAR FOUR
In year 4 this week, we wrote wonderful rainforest poems. All of our
creations rhymed and used interesting vocabulary. We completed our
“Cyber Cops” topic in computing and started dividing decimals in maths.
The last part of the week had a definite Easter theme, with lots of Easter
craft activities produced. Forest school on Friday was great fun and we
enjoyed lighting a fire and making delicious snacks.

YEAR FIVE
It has been a great privilege teaching Year 5 since September - they are a great bunch
of individuals and I will miss them hugely; I am sure that they will continue to flourish
in the summer term and make huge steps forward socially, academically and within
themselves. Their learning has come on leaps and bounds since September and I hope
they continue to enjoy all of their future education. Many thanks to all the parental
support and other community members in making their year a success. Wishing you a
fantastic Easter break.

YEAR SIX
A fabulous culmination to our geography focused topic 'The Severn runs through' started on
Monday with a visit from Mr Bell, who shared his vast knowledge of the River Severn. A super way
to share our knowledge and learn more facts. Do you know what a fish pass is and what its
purpose is?

On Wednesday we were fortunate enough to visit Rose's grandad - Rowan Thomas- to see first hand how
flooding has affected local people and the ways in which he has built flood barriers and a pumping system
to protect his home. Year 6 would like to thank Mr Thomas and Mrs Dewson for enabling this local visit to
happen.

He�d��a�h��'s A�a�d�
Annie-Rose (Year 3) - for fabulous writing

Robin (Year 3) - for a great learning attitude

PRE-LOVED UNIFORM
During the Easter break, the Riverboats Children's Centre will be open and Mrs Dobbin will be holding a preloved school
uniform sale (for donations) on the following days/times:

● Monday 11th, Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th April - 10.00am to 3.00pm
● Tuesday 19th, Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd April - 10.00am to 3.00pm



RAGS TO RICHES
We will be holding a Rags2Riches collection on Wednesday 27th April. Please leave any bags for collection by the Year 3
classroom ramp.

SPEECH AND LANGUAGE
Telling a story about your day can help to develop language
skills. Use photographs to record the day, and then support
your child to tell others about what they have done. Sharing
experiences also helps to develop relationships with family
and friends.

If you have any concerns about your child’s communication
skills, please phone or email the school office, and I will call
you back on my next visit to school. You can also contact
me directly on 01562 752749. Keren Somers (Speech and
Language Therapist)



COMMUNITY NOTICES


